
We the People
A Resource Guide to Promoting

Historical Literacy for Governors,

Legislators, Teachers and Citizens

compiled by the

American Council of Trustees and Alumni

in support of the White House Forum

on American History, Civics and Service

July 2003

We the People
A Resource Guide to Promoting

Historical Literacy for Governors,

Legislators, Teachers and Citizens

compiled by the

American Council of Trustees and Alumni

in support of the White House Forum

on American History, Civics and Service

July 2003



American Council of Trustees and Alumni

1726 M Street, NW, Suite 800

Washington, DC  20036

Phone: 202/467-6787 • Fax: 202/467-6784

Email: info@goacta.org • Website: www.goacta.org

American Council of Trustees and Alumni

1726 M Street, NW, Suite 800

Washington, DC  20036

Phone: 202/467-6787 • Fax: 202/467-6784

Email: info@goacta.org • Website: www.goacta.org







I. THE PROBLEM OF HISTORICAL ILLITERACY

Historical Illiteracy at the College Level
Reports on Historical Illiteracy by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni ..................... 2
Executive Summary: Restoring America’s Legacy, by Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin,
 American Council of Trustees and Alumni (2002) ....................................................................... 3
Executive Summary: Losing America’s Memory, by Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin,
 American Council of Trustees and Alumni (2000) ....................................................................... 4

Congressional Concern
S. Con. Res. 129 Adopted Unanimously by the U.S. Congress:
 Declares historical illiteracy to be a national problem and calls upon state leaders, educators
 and citizens across the country to restore America’s memory. ..............................................5
Testimony of Sen. Joseph Lieberman et al., Congressional Record ......................................8
Testimony of Rep. Thomas Petri et al., Congressional Record ......................................... 13

Evidence of American Amnesia
News and Announcements, National Endowment for the Humanities (Feb. 3, 2003) .............. 24
Results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Exams,
 U.S. History .................................................................................................................................. 27
Media Stories Concerning American Amnesia ........................................................................... 29

White House Initiative
Remarks of the President Launching History and Civic Education
 Initiatives (Sept. 17, 2002) .......................................................................................................... 42

Fact Sheet: We the People Forum on American History, Civics and Service ............................ 45

II. TOOLKIT

What Can Be Done .................................................................................................................. 48

Sample Documents
Draft Governor’s Proclamation .................................................................................................... 50
Cover Letter to Governors ........................................................................................................... 52
Proposed Resolution for State Legislatures .................................................................................. 54
Cover Letter to State Legislators .................................................................................................. 56

TABLE OF CONTENTS

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promoting Historical Literacy i

I. THE PROBLEM OF HISTORICAL ILLITERACY

Historical Illiteracy at the College Level
Reports on Historical Illiteracy by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni ..................... 2
Executive Summary: Restoring America’s Legacy, by Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin,
 American Council of Trustees and Alumni (2002) ....................................................................... 3
Executive Summary: Losing America’s Memory, by Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin,
 American Council of Trustees and Alumni (2000) ....................................................................... 4

Congressional Concern
S. Con. Res. 129 Adopted Unanimously by the U.S. Congress:
 Declares historical illiteracy to be a national problem and calls upon state leaders, educators
 and citizens across the country to restore America’s memory. ..............................................5
Testimony of Sen. Joseph Lieberman et al., Congressional Record ......................................8
Testimony of Rep. Thomas Petri et al., Congressional Record ......................................... 13

Evidence of American Amnesia
News and Announcements, National Endowment for the Humanities (Feb. 3, 2003) .............. 24
Results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Exams,
 U.S. History .................................................................................................................................. 27
Media Stories Concerning American Amnesia ........................................................................... 29

White House Initiative
Remarks of the President Launching History and Civic Education
 Initiatives (Sept. 17, 2002) .......................................................................................................... 42

Fact Sheet: We the People Forum on American History, Civics and Service ............................ 45

II. TOOLKIT

What Can Be Done .................................................................................................................. 48

Sample Documents
Draft Governor’s Proclamation .................................................................................................... 50
Cover Letter to Governors ........................................................................................................... 52
Proposed Resolution for State Legislatures .................................................................................. 54
Cover Letter to State Legislators .................................................................................................. 56

TABLE OF CONTENTS

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promoting Historical Literacy i







HISTORICAL ILLITERACY AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL

Reports on Historical Illiteracy
by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni

Restoring America’s Legacy: The Challenge of Historical Literacy in the
21st Century
Authors: Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin
(September 2002)

This eye-opening report reveals that, despite growing public alarm about
historical illiteracy and a Congressional Resolution calling for action, not a
single one of America’s top 50 colleges and universities now requires the
study of American history of its graduates. And in a continuing decline, only

10% of these same colleges require any study of history at all, a drop from 22% just three years ago.
President Bush cited information in the report when he announced his national history and civics
initiative in the Rose Garden on Constitution Day, September 17, 2002.

A complete copy of the report is available on ACTA’s website, www.goacta.org.

Losing America’s Memory: Historical Illiteracy in the 21st Century
Authors: Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin
(February 2000)

This report reveals that 81% of seniors from the top 55 U.S. colleges and
universities failed high-school level history questions; even worse, none of the
institutions surveyed requires a course in American history, and three-quarters
require no history at all. The report inspired Congress to pass a joint resolution

calling for a national response and prompted the Education Leaders Council to adopt a resolution
calling for action. Over 800 news stories reported on the study.

A complete copy of the study is available on ACTA’s website, www.goacta.org.
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