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INTRODUCTION

Despite growing public alarm about historical illiteracy and a Congressional Resclution calling for action,
not a single one of Americn’s top 30 eolleges and universities now requires the study of American history of
its gtaduares. And only 10% of these same collepes tequire any study of history at all.

A Roper sutvey conducted in 2000 for the American Council of Trustees and Alummni revealed chat seniors
frenm owr elite collepes could not identify Valley Forge, words from the Gettyshurp Address, or even the
basic principles of the LS, Constitution, Given high-school bevel questions, 814 of the seniors would have
teceived a Dor E

Dlisturbed by these resules, the ULS, Congress unanimously adopied a bipartisan concurment resolution in
July 2000, calling on trustees, state administractors, and citizens across the countey 1o address America’s
histarical itliteracy. Prominent historians—including David McCullowgh, Gordon Woad, and Oscar
Hundlin—endorsed the effore.

Citing these precadents, on Seprember 17, 2002, Presidene George W Bush announced a major inicdative
to restore historical and civic understanding. In pursuit of thar pledge, on May 1, 2003, historians, educators,
and civic leaders from aeross the country convened in Washington, 130 for the White House Forum on
Aumericat History, Civics and Service to build coalitions and promete an underscanding of America’s history
and civics.

The American Council of Trustees and Alumni has prepared this Resource Guide in support of the President’s
initiative. This repott includes citations to ACTA'S ewo studies on historical illiteracy, the Congressional
Concurrent Resolution, and a toolkit that ean be wsed on the local lovel o dow awention to America’s
historical amnesia.

The Giuide also lists premier wabsites thae bring America’s history to life. Throuph these sites, ceachers,
students and the public at large can gain aceess o hundreds of other sites with unique eesources—primary
docutnents, personal leteers from figures in our history, facsimiles of the foundarional dotumenes of this
nation, photographs and other illuscrative material. The Guide seeks ta focus on outstanding programs and
projects it American history and civies, based on their substantive cotwent, pedagopical effectivencss,
delivery systems, and ability o reach a wide and diverse range of students, including underserved and
nontraditional students. The resources cited feature not only print materials, but also films, tapes, computer
software and the intermet. In many cases, descriptions are drawn directly from their own wehsites.

[r is cur lope that this booklet, while mot exhaustive, will seeve as g helphal guide for students of all ages
secking o learn more abour America’s unigue history and heritage and o policymakers who are interested
in ensuring that we testore America's memony.

Special thanks po to the Daniels Fund for supporeing the compendium of web resources for teachers and
students.

ACTA is an educational nonprofit organization dedicated to academic freedom, quality and accountabilicy.
If vou have any questions about our work, vou can wrire or call us ar 1726 M Streer, NW, Suite 800,
Washington, 1XC 200348; 1-888-ALUMMN -8

Anne D, Neal
President
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@‘ HistoricAL ILLITERACY AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL

Reports on Historical Illiteracy

by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni

Hestoring SAmcrecas

LEGACy

Restoring America’s Legacy: The Challenge of Historical Literacy in the
21st Century

Authors: Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin

(September 2002)

This eye-opening report reveals that, despite growing public alarm about
historical illiteracy and a Congressional Resolution calling for action, not a
single one of America’s top 50 colleges and universities now requires the
study of American history of its graduates. And in a continuing decline, only

10% of these same colleges require any study of history at all, a drop from 22% just three years ago.
President Bush cited information in the report when he announced his national history and civics
initiative in the Rose Garden on Constitution Day, September 17, 2002.

A complete copy of the report is available on ACTA’s website, www.goacta.org.

Losmc
AMERICAS
MEMORY

P s
= e T C

bl ot

calling for a nation

Losing America’s Memory: Historical Illiteracy in the 21st Century
Authors: Anne D. Neal and Jerry L. Martin
(February 2000)

This report reveals that 81% of seniors from the top 55 U.S. colleges and
universities failed high-school level history questions; even worse, none of the
institutions surveyed requires a course in American history, and three-quarters
require no history at all. The report inspired Congress to pass a joint resolution
al response and prompted the Education Leaders Council to adopt a resolution

calling for action. Over 800 news stories reported on the study.

A complete copy of the study is available on ACTA’s website, www.goacta.org.

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promoting Historical Literacy 2



Executive Summary

Restoring America’s Lepaey:
The Challenge of Historical Literacy in the 21st Cenbury
(issued September 16, 2002, by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni)

TOP COLLEGES FLUNK AMERICAN HISTORY
No Improvement Despite Growing Public Alarm —
Celleges requiring any history dreop from 22% to 10%

Mot a single one of America’s top 30 colleges and universities now requires the study of American
history of its graduates, according to a study released September 16, 2002, by the American Council
of Trustees and Alumni. And ina continuing decline, only 10% of these same colleges requite any
study af history at all, a drop from 22% in 2000

In February 2000, ACTA issued a Roper survey and report entitled Losimg America’s Memory:
Historicad Miteracy in the 2t Century., The supvey revealed that senions from America’s elice colleges
atwl universicies were graduating wich an alarming ignorance of their heritage and a profound
histarical illiceracy. Little mere than half of collepe seniors knew peneral information about American
democtacy and the Consticution. Fewer than four in ren correctly idencified che Bartle of tlwe
Bulge as being fought during Waorld War 11; and 40% were unable to locate the American Civil
War in the commeet half-certury. Given high-sehaool level questions, 81% of the senion would have
received a D or E Despite chis lack of knowledge, ACTA found dhat students could graduate from
100% of the wp collepes wirthour raking a single coutse in Ametican history. Ar 78% of the
institutions, students were not required to take any history at all.

Alarmed by these results, the U.5. Congress unanimousky adopted a concurrent resclution in July
2000, calling on trustees, stare administrators, and citizens across the country o address America’s
historical illiceracy. The bipartisan resolution was introduced by Sen. Joe Licberman {(D-CT}, Sen.
Slade Gorton (R-Wa), Rep. Tam Petri (R-WI) and Rep. Gearge Miller {D-CA).

Drespite this outcry, ACTAS 2002 study Restoring America’s Legacy: The Challenge of Histovical Literacy
in the 215t Century reveals that colleges and universities have urrerly ignored the call for action.
Alchough many institutions claim reguirements in history, in fact, the requitement may often be
satisfied by courses in other fields, including English, psychology, educarion and music. For example,
at Dattmouth, “Music of Southeast Asia” and “From Hand to Mourh: Wriring, Eating, and the
Construction of Gender” both meet the World Culture reguirements. At Washington University
in ot Louwis, "Race and Ethinicity oo Amencan Television” is classificd as o “Texvual and Historieal
Studies” course. Ta rule cut courses such as “The History of College Foothball” offered in a phiysical
education department, the study defines a history course as a course taught in the history deparrment.

We the Peopie: A Resvurce Guide to Promoting Hisrorical Lirevacy 3



Exccutive Summary

Losing America’s Memory:
Historical INiteracy in the 21st Cenitury
{issued in February 2000, by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni)

In Losing Amentca’s Memory: Historical literacy m the 21st Contury, the American Council of Trustees
and Alurnni repores that four out of five—81%—of seniors surveyed from the top 55 collepes and
vniversitics in the Unired States received a grade of 1) or I oo history questions drawn from a basic

high school curriculum.

Seniors could nor wlentify Valley Forge, words from the Gerrysburg Address, or even the basic
principles of the LS, Constitution.

The survey resules were compiled by the “Boper Organizacion,” Cetiter for Survey Research and
Analysis at the University of Connecticur.

Despite this lack of knowledge, today's colleges and universities no longer demand dhat cheir scudenes
study American history,

Based on surveys conducted in 2000, students can now graduate from 100% of the top colleges
withour takitg a single course in American histoty,

Here are some of the key findings of the cepocr:

Cinly 34% of the studenis surveyed could idennufy Gearge Washington as an American peneral at
the battle of Yorkrown, the culminating bactle of the American Revolution.

Only 42% were able to identify George Washington as “First in war, first in peace, first in the
hearts of his countrymen.”

Less than one-quarter {23% ) correctly identified James Madison as the "Father of the Constitution ™

Even fower—22% of rthe collepe seniors—were able to identity “Government of the people, by the
recple, and for the peaple” as a line from the Gewysburg Address.

We the Peopler A Resource Guide to Promoting Histovical Literaey F:
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Congressional Resolution

106™ CONGRESS
213 Sessiox

S. CON. RES. 129

Expressing the sense of Congress regarding the importance and value of
education in United States history,

f Peexsed nnanimonsly by the Senate on fune 30, 2000,
Passed pnanimously by the House of Represemtatives o Jufy 10, 2000,

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUWE 303 20000

Mr. LiessrMan (for himself, Mt Gorrox, Mr. 5MiTH of Oregon,
M. CieLane, Mr Byrn, Mr. Covran, Mre. Beusert, and Mr Graoas)
subwriitted the following concurtent resolution: which was considered
and agreesd to

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress regarding the importance and value of education
in United States historoy.

Whereas basic knowledge of United States history is essential to full and informed
participation in civic life and to the lurger vibraney of the American

experiment in self-government;

Whereas basic knowledge of the past serves as 4 civic glue, binding together a
diverse people into a single MNation with a common purpose;

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promotimg Historicdl Literacy



Whereas citizens who lack knowledge of United States history will also lack an
understanding and appreciation of the democratic principles that define and
sustain the Nation as a free people, such as liberty, justice, tolerance,

government by the consent of the governed, and equality under the law;

Whereas a recent Roper survey done for the American Council of Trustees and
Alumni reveals that the next generation of American leaders and citizens is in
danger of losing Amerca’s civic memory,

Whereas the Roper survey found that 81 percent of seniors at elite colleges and
univetsities could not answer basic high school level queslions concerning
United States history, that scarcely more than half knew general information
about American democracy and the Constitution, and that only 22 percent

could identify the source of the most famous line of the Gettysburg Address;

Whereas many of the Natian's colleges and universities no longer require United
States history as a prerequisite to geaduation, including 100 percent of the top
mstitutiaons of higher education;

Whereas 78 percent of the Nation's top colleges and universities no lohger require
the study of any form of history;

Whereas America’s colleges and universities are leading bellwethers of national
priorities and values, setting standards for the whole of the United Stales’
education system and sending signals to students, teschers, parents, and public

schools about what every educated cilizen in a democracy must know;

Wherzas many of America’s most distingiished historians and intellectuals have
expressed alarm about the growing historical illiteracy of college and
university graduates and the consequences for the Nabon, and

Whereas the distinguished historians and intellectuals fear that withoul a commen
civic memary and a common understanding of the remarkable individuals,
events, and ideals that have shaped the Nation, people in the United States risk
losing much of what it means to be an Amencan, as well as the ability to
fulfill the fundamental responsibilities of citizens in a democracy: Mow,
therefore, be it

We the People: A Resotiree Guide to Promoting Historical Literaey



Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That itis
the sense of Congress that—

(1) the historical illiteracy of America’s college and university graduates
is a serious problem that should be addressed by the Nation's higher education
community;

(2} boards of trustees and adminisirators at insamtions of higher
education in the United States should review Lheir curricuia and add
requirements in United States history;

(3) State officials responsible for higher education should review public
college and university cumicula in their States and promote requirements in
LInited States history;

(4} parents should encourage their children 1o select institutions of
higher education with substantial history requirements and students should
take courses in United States history whether required or not; and

{5) history teachers and educaters at all levels should redouble their
efforis o bolster the knowledge of United Staies history among students of all
ages and Lo restore the vitality of Ametica’s civic memory.

We the Peaple: A Resource (quide to Promoting Histovical Literacy
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pert printed in ihe BECORE

The FRESIDING JOFFICER. Wichean
akbectioan, i€ s w0 orclerad,
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[See exhilit 1)

M [LIEBEMRNLAS do s hecsnse
Beliewe all uf s wlested pfcinks, wdo
cacocsh, parents, Hhe whnle of oo cici-

gency—should he alweened Iy findings,
by the matian's growing agaorance of
cur past and whart it iroplies Tor Aoes-

a5 fuedre, When we lase che memory
ol gur pasc. whan we lese oo endee -
standing of che remarkable wdis iduals.
rerraty, and valwes chac have shaped
this Marion. we are leslog osch of
whist it means oo be an Aroeclcan We
are losing teuch with che civie ploe
thisl binds our dwverse Narion infe a
siogie poople with a coromon parpose.
And. I fear, we me losiog sigem af che
ws5a1E odr histewy teaches us and b
fundacencal rrsgaoensiba ey wir shaorn
A5 CiCizerd o Erieg n:[l_'-;nu;'r;jq'_'r-

Earlier this weele I had the priviloge
of jowning wich oy colleague  from
Wasningron,  Senaton LORTAON.  Can-
eressman Toed PETRL of \Wisconzin. the
leaders of che AT wral masernblage of
distimguished Discorians ol & press Con-
Ference o widesscore 1be iroport al
chis repore. With 1k Sporth af Juiv io
the offing, we wianied o seize the o
ety ol LBis momenc of patriotism
Lo dn o sense play Paot Revers. and co
Tegin ringing the alacm bells about the
grawing ignorance of the cencnibutions
thar Rewvere aind many ot her grear man
and vaomen made 1o this Narion.

Al:'l'la:l'lg che sebipiars sl a ekl
were, Trocden Waoll, Professor of s
Lary Gt Brawn University: Jahn Ll
1wk Bgginn, Distinguished Profowsor
of 1listory, The Graduate Cencer. Cicy
Lioiversyty of MNew Yark; James Rees.
Tdirector  of  Geovge Washingron's
Mount Vermon, Jeffrey Walling presi-
desil, Amecicion rk::rld{'rr.y Fear  1.itmeral
Educating, and Fayl Reber. Execurive
Threcter of Decarur Houwse, Mational
Truzc For Hiscoric Presesvataon Wich
WE 1 SPIcit i moL i hady, were David
MeCullaugh., the prize-winning auther
wf rhe PTlemenat e htggrap'n}' of Harr}'
Trwpan. and che great Jscac Handho.
Frofessor Emnerinus a1 Harwaed

Farh of these historians. as well as
several orhers, 1ssucd sratemnents ex-
POTRsINE ENele condetrns abour the con-
senuences o Loging Amieca’s mnemory.
[ o5k winanlonous consanl T have & col-
lectyan of chese starmusnts princed
the RECORMD,

The PREZIOMNG SFFICER. Withaut
abdection. bt 13 50 ordered.

Iaee exniibiz 2]

Me, LIEBEENLAM. T will reml s T
exce pra because | rhink thr}-‘ umiicurly
speak g the ramatfications nf ¢he |'|:|'L|1:-
Leamn.

frardon Wood explaimed: We Amert-
rans have a special need oo underscand
aut hystory. for cur biscory is what
makes US & naticin wnd gives oS owur
sense of nacianality. A peoaple Like s,
maade up af every corarivible race, oo
mcity' anel :'r-]i.gi.l::-rt im tbhe weocld, ca
rever e 4 natian an Ehe wsoal serose of
£l Srcomn. .. . U'p wnkijl rr:ccntl._\' alenose
BN EUY ArWeriran, wviin chasc who were
PR immmigrants possesscd some senae
el Aowrice’s  past. however  ruds
mankary and unsophisoicated. Withour
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somre such sense af histary, the ritizeny
cf thre Uniced Statcs can scarcely lorp
eNLEC s & unlted peaple.”

teodan e Fabl, Jrefessar of Hiscery
Al Frineceron, acil Uhiaicrrzan af Lhe No-
Firsnal Council Forc ]1:i.\.141:|'}' Eoelunmind ac
quating historian Fennoth T Tackson,
pdded- 'Cue banding hermikaps 1s @
demacratlc wision of likeroy. cqualicy.
and juibice. I Americans are o pred-
ierve Thar b age Al brang it 1o
|1.'ril)' e Ier, L b levquerarave 1 haar ald
cibirery unclerstan:d boees &b oacay I\.'11;|.F:1~|1
in the past VS oIndeed  the offsre af
ciclzen cannioer be properly fulled anooo-
day's dernccrarti sooery wichast an
wearler standieng af Aroageenn Biscory.

Swephen Ho Boleh. Bresident af toe
fmanonal Asscolanon of Scholors. con-
cloded:  “hicee  than mosT  nations.
Arpbrcies s defined Ty shared mern-
el Cresal rleerls, s1iang micanent s, in-
spirirg herocs, horgdowear victories, me
caswonal defeats. and. most swgrafi-
canely.  lofry  wdeals—declared.  at-
vacked, and  ultimarely  vindicated —
g A aolletive ilbentite, ACTAS
5 Frycly ‘Esipg  Arnepjein’s A -mpr
thus strongly sugucses thal were alwo
m danger of loslhg America itsclf. Its
odinps shesld Be o2 wake-up call for
i asdud e ek bave Tiean rlaariy
shirkang theic nponmaialicios”

And Dravad hlcCollocgh 1siucd chis
succiicl condemnacion. CFhe  place
Haves Lo hastary i oor sehools is a dis-
soramny, atrul the odrepgdful gruthe s VI
tow af those pesponsible for curricubum
igemm T CoTe. even ac the highest lowvel
of educataon.”

These wike ot Jave rronae Vhian wcon
vineed me that this iz o narional prah
letnn deserving maclonal atcencion. [n
That  speit Zeoaror GaRTSy and
Irv:i.ty e it roaduing o rreged e ieer ¢ bt
wi hope will help call public artenticn
L Amerlca’s growlng Fostorical illac-
aracy and ideally begun o onobllize a
nadiooal raenpoange . Ths Biparcizan e
luagcaer, wilyici is rn'i]'n:-nanc'-:! 1:}' Hpery-

arors  BYRD.  GoRDShN EMITH. and
CLELAmD, reaffirme che walue we placs
£I01 AL :r'.:ll_1_.-' :'.'1::::_']11,':-::|r1._1i. Tiintory aacuf

moloes an appeil o begin work imme-
diately on rebutlding our historical L
eracy.

e call goes aut primarly Sa Amer.
wca s callepes and aniversilies to ra.
camnue chem=elves ta che teaching of
Fstory,  particalarly  Arcertca’s na-
rioreal hastory Specifically, o0 urges
coalmge brusteoss. wdminisirataes, A
Graze higher educazion officials sround
the Councry Lo review cheir curricala
and reinsLALe Equirenments o U5, hes-
1|_|1'}' It ulur LTI L Fihpass slhwdersts s e
lect co]lrgc-s with hjEtl:Ir:\-‘ FRCIRIEIRL iR
and to take college courses in hiscory
whether coquined or os.

Wi alsn canmet :igl]l;;-n,- thar 3eler 2 oar
public schools in comtributing b thas
hiscarcal 1gnorance. so we masc ask
educacoes ar all levels oo redouble cher
wtlares ro balstoee aur childeen's o]
rdge nf U5 hisrory and help us cestore
che wvitality of our civic mermory This
prairss was ceinforced at ouf press can-
Earrasras h_'_.' Moot Wisenoer  DlicecEor
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%Gy, chairman of the House Cmane-
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attention to the troubling histerical il-
lleeracy of our MNation's next generse
cicn of leaders. Senate Cancurrent Hes-
olotion 134 expresses che sense of Can-
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value of education in Apnmericsn his-
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anid mave seen no deshine enory sludents’ pe;
Frrpanaes,”” b saud

Ferkpps Petos to mareece 6 assuneng L
praflemng les inorke Farr chot inwny students,
ance [les feacrh The callepe Jewed are ra
Targer Fayuned T Take Li 5 Lisbory courses

AT Eregenn, studens can graduate from 1K
g eent & the 0ep colleges And UNLYEFSITI2a
in the nation withous Taking a SUNELE cousse

Like othi Ardeoicans. rmany af [las yoasrs
graduaring senlucs froim the natica's 1op col-
leges ard uzwvermities celebrated Adepecd-
ance Day wiik Direworks ard bagbircoes Haar
ducording teod recent surweey SpUnEosed By
the Awoericazn fovnol of Trustees dand Alum-
M o Wastungton-Tazed pon-polit arfanr-
tien that pracnates acadermae excellence In
l:gher educiacion thase  graduates  wonld
hawre brtter saent the daw learing what 1o
Fruertn af July mrans 10 huszney

[0 The suewey, Toe Baoper orpanizacion last
(21 25kd 3ali senlgrs ag che 33 Righeseeraced
fOTleges o1l wniversETies (o complete i best
o M high-sehasl leval  questicns ahous
Anmrean LSty What dé they 2108 ahout
thetr pwn Launiew’s pasi? Mok mwsh Orely
ane.chird of the studenis could 2ocsecTly an.
swrr mare than W percent of the quesTions,
corn with o couple of pag-cultuce gonmmes
TAFGWIL LA, JUST @nr roeeeasly anawetod all af
o Dwoerall rhe avrrage score wils di ag-
palling =} peroenr

Eoew hpd 1 agnasasn ane TEe mabln s sauny
Dest and BAghTest abouT Amdriran history™
“hateh wowiself agast the ehoe fram Soan
Mondl. LGB keley, BCL A, Efarvard and acher
top colleges bv Cakuirig the same Tesc Find
ot wlio are bhe real Yankes Doddle LapEies
1 Wl weat e Sl War?

3 [T5l-1HM

L [BM-1B30

v |E5I-130

J o L0R-1930

w wlte 1730
2 Who sad C Gave e hbesly oor five M-
dearh '?

A laha lanrew

a  Fames Madson

£ Farrick Heney

A Sprmapl agams
3 OWhat s bl bl Carta?

#. The foundaticn al e Brateh paltaner.

Citry syskem
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b 1M Sazwal Sl af e mezaychs of R
1and

¢ The Freact Declarzesan af the Riglhes af

*an
d. Trw charces suygned by i Pilgzuss un
the Mayflawer
4 The cerm Brannarmonusn rdess ox
a. Paymeno ol Eoonpeian cawnccies’ debls o
chie Lniceed Scaces alter che Froet Wosld
War
b Repawrsog of the phasical domoee ozl
b thie Cevl War
. Readisission of Lhe Denfedesatr sfales
and Che oroteztaas of the tighls ol bl k
vilLoeng
d Reterldimg ol e Sransconineacsl gk
soad wed [he Coal st
i Ace Beovis and Bulthead . .
a A oroduoe show
b T lewisiar cilrssn cibiracters
o Aoausicul group
d [Fichienal soliwrs
BTl B ans 1ol was ahnnT
a0 Freradoenn 2] T ety
b Toar hizag el el ee [ e s binmis
2 Hyas oy tp the schisnls
d Educatlonin provide sclhiouls
Thee Ereuncipaten Practamalion: tesued by
Lincah stited Lhat,
A Slaves were Free inoaceas of chie Cugled-
eritke skiaces not held by Lhe Loion
U The zlave cricle was allegal
o Slaves wha Ml be Cionado would e azg
recled
d Slavesy ws abiahished 22 the Do
A Tl purpose & che authact of e Fed.
FOELAT PApers wan 1o
a Sacabllehoaosccang Foes presis seochae cala.
nLwes

-

mo Len e Wwashasgoon s elecoaon
AT frtanhene
:own Bngeggn approcal (o che Revalu.
Cicrnan o War
A Gain rdbilealion ol the U5 Cussiliu-
Lisn
% Spucmk was i name given ta the Jirec:
a Telecammunicatians Syscen
I+ Aramal oo rraveL ENTa space
& Hwdropen homb
A Siwn-raad e ganellice
0. The Missouci Compromise swas the sl
rhar.
4. Funded the Lews and Clask esiedilaon
o Lhe upper bllasours River
b. Cranted statehnod to Miswnors bot e
nicd TR Anasnm nf any arier sakes
¢ Serrleel ehe boundary digpuces herwsen
wllasnng] gl Fanzas
v Adimatied Maiie inlo che Limorn as x e
SCALE upd Belesson | as oo alane ST
11. Whilch dacumene establisted che division
al puwers

between Lhe stales dand the Jede; al
['FIR =k LS ]

w. The Mazsiall Flan

b. The Constiwcien

c. The Declhiration of lndependence

d The Arcieles of Donfederacsan
12 Wiz wean Thornas Seffereen poesnbone

=13 EEOD

130-1520
. LA20-1340

1549-1BED

LG - 1420
LI WAL was TR LA edl Piatetl aml ARESacan
[artunes In che Revalarionasy War?

a1 Saratopga

b EBunbrr Hila

rowalley Faae

A FosT Ii<nnr|cr::-g,.1
14, In hs Bacewel]l address Presidenl Grorge
Wastunlon wasned apgainst Lhe Jarger ol

&, Exponding ke cerriaries Leyvoosd Che

Appalachan dMeoolame
b Hoving war withs Spisn over MMexco
. Rneering tnca germanent zlhanzes with
faretgn gove rrmncs

L~ =

COMGRESSIONAL RECORII— HOLUSE

d Heddiog o scarding armz and serong
navy
19 Tk Moncae Darrcine declares that
A The amerccin: Bleskade of Cube
wcenprd wich inrernacional Law
b Ewrepr shauld net acguite oew terr
viaree s 17 Weucerre Hecnaaghere
o Drade wim Dl shauld be ogen cooall
Weerrrn natinns
d Il annewareon el che Folgomes svas
Ieplrinr e
e Wb v e 2 SEpa ki Leavelel In
Tine Lintberl S0ares i w g ne dE g e re el iy
[T PR BT TR S TRTHL L N (Y ) (Y RV EXp R R T )
i AreneaT?
A Lalay
b Toogquewvilie
c. Crevegoear
d Mapolea::
o [demnly Snoop Dopes Lo,
a5 FID o sanger
a Cacronn by Ckarles Schulue
A OTVEIRFY SRrles
d A [arr puanlsr

14 Ahrabm Dincela was acesident Beruern
A FTHe- TR
b [3H-1370
o IBIN-1E40
1346 - 1360
=, [BED JEED
17 Whu was 4 Azirioa
ivan?
a Willam T Shesian
b Liwewes 5 Coant
o Trouplias MoArtrur
d Ceorge Wasiingoen
22 John AMiarshall was the suthar of
a Rosw Wade
a [eed Scatr v, Kansas
<. Marbury v. Badison
d Browa w Haasd af Eduracien

Wila 10

el At ok

E I L]
Lis ™

o Canari gt WoaritingLan.

T Thurnae Jeferson

<. Beijazrnn Fraoklis

d Tames hadisen
12 Who said. ] segree ERal | have oy ane
Iifie e give Tor my counery” 7

a lehn & Kennedsy

h Benpdier aormiald

4 Laruy Prane

o mathapcFale

TFulhin ol ike Consiriue

21 Whac was the source of the lollow g
nrraser “Toverormwent of the peaple, by oche

peaple, fer che pesnle ?
a Jhespeech: ClRae a Uream
R o1leslaratann ol udependeag -
< 105 disrlreErion
A4 Cerrwshurg Adidress
14 Who was Che secore] president ol Lhie 205 7
a. Thurreas Tellerson
L. Farnes Bladisen
t Jehn Adams
d. Bergamen Frarisin
g» Wha was prescdesc wren rhe U S poc
srawed ree Fanama Canal?
& Unendore Ronaevelr
b dirrany Sarger
C.Ervankim Y HEoroseeelr
d Wondsne e Tann
26 Wl owas ik Leading adscoale o e U5
wntey iy the League sl Notione?
a Ceerge O MMarshall
b Weadzow Wilsan
o lle=ry Cabot Ladge
d. Bleamnr Rocsevels
¥ sald, Chpeak <oltiv horocarry A hag
g
u v | Sk
In Sultirg Bull
v Tuhin O Bocheluller
d Toiueedore Ruospwee ]l
26. Tre Batcle of 1re Bulge vecused dusimg.

July T, 2000
The Viccnam War
Veorld vear 12
Warld\ar )
The Crvil Wear
29 ‘Which of th
Jeadur ul the Ab

4 Rluleahr X

b Martin Lalher Xing I

W EE Du s

d Fredereck 1ouaglas
30 Wk wiee che preswdent af che Lnotess
Svazes at the bewinmimg o 1 Kerean VWar®

a Iohm F.Eeonedy

b Franklin 11 Ransewelr

o Irelghe Essenborer

d Harry Pruman
I Waem che Uroted Srares encered Worlsd
War L which twa nwcar zarzens were alized
werh Girmaamy®

A [ealy and Japan

Bealy aced Palanl

voltaky and Rustid

i Rusila arad Jazran
3 Social legilatlan sasmed uz
wndon Bl Jdoefirisun s Great So
areluded

a. [T Sherman Ankierosl At

b. The YWioting Bighew fece

c. The Tennesses Vallew Aachoricy

d The Cyvihian Censerercion Corps
33 ‘Wha was 'Fiesc :nowas fimaloin peaen
fizst :n the hearts af his casnzevmen?

a Cuesres Washingran

b Weadraw Wilkon

<. Owelghr Esenhowes

d Ahrahaem Dinraia
M Wha wax the leader of e Joveer Lnion
when Bl Lroeed Scees emered Werld Was
172

o Pewer Lisoies

b *akita Ehrusche

c. Marshal Tirg

d Jeseph Sraln

Thr answrers alarg wech che aeroenTage al
resparert s wha answrsed correcrlye

L8 20 CB6; 3 S8 | C20, 5 BAY. 6 B
ElL 7. A 26 B D10, 10035: 0. D520 00, B6D 1T,
BN 13 C3E W Sar s BEX R BAYEL LY A
a8 JE B4 18 Ceds 3o, Gk, Dk i DR
21 Cede: 24 L7525 03] 26 B 6% 27 D0 2B
b B - o T T B [ T R 20 O A M
42 14 DIk

a
b
=
|

Tlewingg wwas & poorninest
aiar bl

T Presldent
Tl 2 ar

W [CWIRE HisT2ay a7 Our O Tl

e 1t really surprising chat 9% aercent of
college studiencs can ldenrify Deawes and
Bacchead” as celeviwon carroon charackeos
bt fard eoodensady ke flgures and cnnceais
. Amerizan blargryg?

The onlv ewe sasinr cevelation o Che
szudy by the Center for Sucvey Reseasch and

wis At the Ualvessitye of Conneclicul
@l i sludenbs surneewerd wuere senlar
AT Thir ncian’s cnp 33 ono calleges and une
veralreed, g ludong HBacead sl B incecon

Meurly B pereeat of che studenls receivet
i Dor I ana 11.qeeszian, lugh schaal lewvel
Arnerican nuseary trsc. Thew hod  troobde
wwennlving Walley Forge, words fram the
Cerrwsburg Address ar the baus princagles ol
the 0.5 Cansocutian,

Cunng Lhis [odependence Day waeekend
thiy appaient agndrace Lok Qo0 gedaner
significance as we ponder the words of Tl
as Teflersan.

wu et Lecouse Telluiqor™s B4 b being
A Drzod wen Corurt 1% wees LTal sty paTer-
nily ATt He owar Uhe priocpal aucher af
i Declacatiort af Indepezilence Beioernbor,
e the geople .

waw' LRl gy Adatfis comre ap wich che
W the peop e ©oslogun e the genple

i9 oeTder 00 Drew & Caalled Tewi 7 TThacs
Sacowaw] Adames. Ve are talking aboot Fames
sludiyon, the prestdent ard Dead author el
the Constilatien and Bl of Rigtls.
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Sudy 10, 208

Rep Tom Petra R.Fomd oo 1ar wan
umrong the fogr memeers af Congsess Lasc
werk that pranuges 1o Ineresuce A cesnlaTizn
ralling an bnards of crostees catlege adsan.
wsiracnrs amd srare offisials o steengrhen
Aneracin hiramy requirements in all Lewels
al tThe rduratinnal syarem

A Tiegh percentage of coilepes gl v -
alius JdWVD qepune A singie U5 hnslay
lass [ g adustson —lesding an urrasude un-
Secatanditg v Le paase Uhagher edu-
palics: 7 Eren soo gl achuooi pradcafes
slioulel sl wel 8 cdegn ee unless ey know the
Lasivy O Aanierian listury

AL W pTePa R L3 i.'.n"||":gl.'.'il.'|" rhe Frourth of
July eroa partecularly apprepriace Tao eme-
phasee aur nweed ta koo CF5 0 fsenory’
Ferre sawd. Wirhont thar Ernubianirye, we
lark arn undesstand|ng ad appreciatign of
the demarracls princlples wharh define o
ST % A% & Fren pesplt—=namely [ikeroy,
JUSTIER, TOICTACe, EOvOrment by T8 Con.
senr af TRE povarpned, And mgzalaty uneler The
aw "

Althwougi the rmst a Congressaenal ceasTa
Biunn Lan G0 15 Ca1se SWarkneEss e wese glad
ta see Bulil help bring thes Lreublizg infor
rmiskion Lo hghz

HIEane wonder £RAaT we canagn gt peanle
aovate ar gl o s ale?

Wi odi e ot teactung aur ckuliren why ot s
s tad ey importint.

I Eemnl ChougRe  Aaedidans Rzl b
arhanied that sa nanky woang pecale s o
acrant bt U8 Tatury

Madhiam Speaker. T oreserve che bals
ance of Ty cieme.

e GLDECT RN RR af Oalifthirnis
seliglim Speaker. 1 oyicld mpvself snch
tame o I May Conslme

LS EYIFCE TS F.-Ful:lk.:::l'_ [ e ion support nl
Henatn Loncarrent Resabion 129, and
I'want te thank che gentleman from
Wisconsin [hr. PETRI for bringing ths
10 The fiocr.

We frequencly hear concerns regard-
ing the adequacy of education our clnl-
dren are ceceiving in the areas of match
aczence, aocl dectmologe. Jochesd our
COrnI Lo, ['_'u}n.grcs.s_ and the conmamg.
nity a5 a whele curcencly focuses a
grear deal of arcenton o anproving
prograrms aimed st dncreasing 1he bir -
arivcy of sldenks i these suljects W
shpuld, of course. concinuge to pursue
excellence in the aceas af mach, scisnce
and l:E-.’.‘h::ul-::-p_-_-,'_ il wr ioateerul Tor bhe
Liniredd States to remean o world leacler
irn the incTeasingly compecitive global
CCOTOMY.

lepwnevnT, 1% I0 nen just a4y importanc
thar our ciciens ubderscand and appre-
ciage the hiscory of thae gesac Nacion,
the democraric principles tha defme
el sustaain this MNotign, sagh as Tals
erky. juskice. colerance and cgualitw
urder the law? Far i the wards of che
thiced Presidenr nf rhe Lndced Sraces,
Tlagpretns JefFerson. @ Narinn [N 4
t2 b ignorant and free. it expects what
nescer was and oever will ket

Hpwrvre, s my collengue,. the gen.
themaen from Wiscensin [(Mr PETRI).
has already scaced. according to 4 re-
cene scudy conumissioned by cle Aroer-
icar: Courscib of Tiottess and Adununs,
Koewwledge of Aenerican Ristare moro
do’y studerts s serely lucking

.-".c-::an:lin;:-, 1x 1b3is .‘-lud)—'. which sur-
vepesd sbydents from the top colleges
ond wniversities of chis Natwon, less
than 20 pereent of today's stodents

CONGRESSIOMAL RECORD — IO SE

cold puass I1i_|3'h sizbancal Liewesd Sveroer
iran history coame Barely half possess
ihe basic knowledge about Amcrican
derocracy and the Consoiturion.

We are noc catking here abowc vory
daffpculs zubpecks. but we are 1alkng
abaur the great histary of This counery,
the greant hisiumy af the ducurrmots senl
Thererirs of giveornrmsan Ehal  gveri
this “okinn, We are tu'lk.irl.g ahont the
roles af  Thoemas  Jeffersen. Tamnes
Madeson, Seccrge \Waskhongron, ahaur
the Constitution acd the Declaracicn
of Indepuenderice Theoe are basic fuals-
narlal et s of Thes Nation, They ace
aelmry Bxivie ared Toregipenieart al Leogts ¢ had
=oomany ocher nations aspire oo and
per we fund out chat knowledge of these
documents and of chis Matwers haseagy
is sorely lacking.

113

The purpase af thas cesolation is ke
cill actenzwen o chae problemn and ko
iy and get pecple o uoderscand the
need Lo opuasson the woowlodpe ol hos
ey e bbis reunkry aorl the hascory of
thais Wariwonm oo bebter scrve che Nacion
A% WE EOVer LT

vownnld ke to thank che imvolyve-
menc of Joln Patrick Daggios, ooe of
my formmar panfesace s, a8 That Tane o
S Brarnisrn State whn js aroov ar che
State Limweersity in Bew York, and T
wane o chank agan iy colleague che
gentleman from Wisconiin (e, PEIRYG
Al Senarar LIFBERMAN anl Sueabor
o sk For :||1I,rr.|r|ui.'.i:|1g thi= 'I|~gi.5[;|.t'i|:|1'|
i the Senote. and 1 would hope that
a1l of my colleagues wauld suppere iz,

adam Speaker. I reserse the bkal-
ance of nw Ciie.

Wt PETRI Madam Speaker 1 have
na Murcher requests Tor ticme

YAr EKEEM Madam Speskar. | wauld liks 1o
kzke this oppadurity 1o traak e Housa lar
th e il considericn G Femann Gorgur
rer] Aesolion 129, Exgrassing tha sensa ol
Congrass regarding bre imporance and velua
o' educalion i nited Slabes history. 10 lhe
Hiauge of Aeg-esenialives | had the hgngr of
cospansenng. alang with feir othar momoers
ol Congrese, Congressmar PEZ®er's hHoucse
Concarrent Resshon 366, our companicn
e salitinn,

In rary wiys thiy mgoluren could D gng
al ke most importat legislanee elods this
Congress makes this year. Whal we ame ask-
ng s lor Arrencas colleges Brd urversdies
le tEw.Bwe LNer cormedla e add requirenaris
in Ulmileg Sianes Rislory, BMany ol g owing
sroched L3 find cus tral 104 parcent &t kg na-
Lans dep nsulations of higher leaming no
langar rague United Slatas hestory as & are-
roeuigile 1 geaduae. Aknns as shocsing is
the 74 perzant of schools (hat havg gliminaged
any hislary requireman’s.

Aeleted "o this news was tha lacl hat 1he
Roper orgarezabon sondachad 3 stady o slu-
ganis irem Fresa nstitdons aod lound a
shigekirg el ¢ lestaey FIREAEy. 10 1R MRy
could nob answar histary Quashérs hat e
lourd op Mh grage tests. Fhiz iz neot good
nows loF our ratian. Oar next gereralions de-
ez Mot §adareiz fror as amd thal whal
I resealalzn gl 4ar,

Qur cil zans, o ‘wily afticgats in S, guw-
arnment ard in our Sivbzanon naad o LnGer

H5669

clard wharg s nation hivs bien. They need
b kg Ehn Sacnlices aur panents o grand-
pargsls made far our demecracy. They need
Iz b ablo 1o fully celabrate the historical suac-
o5se5 we have had and they alsa need the
krowsedne o Deware of e islakes wa have
mAade A8 & nalicd. Maryg will say Ll higlory
W sl ke emach B loarn as uxdn
sl pwn mong 13 l8am as a nation
Hustary aduclion can each w5 mush 1wl
provide ws wilh the lormalos we noad b
pass on 11 fha [sore gemerabens, 1wl gro-
vIge the road map lar @ greal lowre. 1 am ex:
Iramaly praud w0 ke o cespengr of this mpos
lar| regaoldion

Mir. KIMOG. Madem Speaker. e greal £oae-
17 has an inceedibly rich hisiry, Fromm line
great Malve Armirican givbzakans m IRe fun
nznt e gl gluba) cngagoment. American his.
Igry desenbgs an noreg-oie, somatmas ury-
gnt je.rey toward Ihe graalasi demecracy in
iha wvadd. If fne etaheces oled i fhis bl are
aacurata, it g & shaume Sooomany of aor collage
Grtduatis kngwe s liblla abas) thiel hisiory

I am praud b et or the subcommibdas on
Highar education, pamicularly 5 08 A anver-
sitieg are Kealed inomee dislecl, 13 imparar
that wg proqmeta LS. hstory in our cdleges
and universitias 10 ens.re that our [siura gen-
cahons know we dewrlaped as a soclaby Bnd
& culwee. For geainple, |he CGonglitalicn em-
Eedins our most chonssed kmiels of demos-
racy. fbarty. juslica. and equaniy. The fact Ihat
scarcesy hal! ol tne college sludenis recenlly
lasled knew even general slormabon about
the peradiies and inglijutioe s Shal make o the
backhone 0! our country is sagly unsccopls
abxe, e cannot afferd 10 have caor collagas
graduats hislcrically liferale qhzens.

| adrmit | RBaveE & persong: gsson lor his-
wry, arcd Tor me | banedit [rem working in
Washington and cite's close proxmity 1o 50
many historical fraasuras. e partculas | ooy
ampoy wisiting the 2ites of the Caal War o pey
hemage 4o ke men and woren. Soeh oppos-
fumbtied Bael flkwedd me tooaclaly Repen-
enie parls of our histong, and 1the exclamenl
and imlarest ol thesa places ara only are
harced by readny aoout dhern and studying
*horm beforghand .

| am alze a =luderi af Europaan hislcey. 0
garicular. 1the mstery of 201 CerMury Europe.
In Ahis irlarmakon age and rew Aoanomy |
wnighd ik S pinl oot e college sledenls thal
world rustony also remaes imporar! o hair
education. Learnng tne hislory af olrer el
fures wsll greatly predn Ihern for fhaic fuboee
i Lhis raguty ch;:ngin; weorld

Improvament of educalice rera.ns onc of
rmy top priarities :n Corgress. Tharatore. | sap-
port s B! 0 ordar b ancourage our coilege
studarnis 19 leam fhe hi:sl,;;-r,l ol 1heir naticn;, &
hizlary that laid 1ha foundation “or sheir gurrgnt
and futre oppartuniiies.

My, JOMES ¢ Ohic, M- Spoiker, | orze
tzday in suppert of 5. Can Aes 129, which
racognizes the imparfence ol aducakon in
WS, Hiskory. Ladl waak we cefebralad tho
2241h Eidhdaly af Ik Liniteg Stades. Witen s
higtors connd, Ry aesnludion i particolady
‘iting because hrgughout American heitory,
et.cation has enabed Amaeacans o embrace
coparn 1y,

For Adrican-Americars. fg+acy was key o
anding tha bordage of slavery. For Americans
ol evary bacgroury?, educabos tds been ha
kérg 10 @5Cdping pemerty  Sor this reeson, we
in *Zongress Eear significant recpansihilivy lar
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INCTeasng Suppoe ba educaliconal pragrams,
such as Headl S, Tille | Fall Grante anc
at*er ad 0 golltga stucde s, paticulady sl
Aenes whn aar e Lot in WPere familas e Aaf-
larg celeygo, We know Bhal disadvaolagad
5ludents are mora Lxaly b drep ool of higs
schoal and collage wathout comoleling a de-
gree. WEF rmast jobs that pey a ving wage
mawe equite knnwleige af fecheelogy and
I|;|i|'.i|1;j| Lwryrird h.;h schanl 112G fur rdsplnts-
biliy a5 o wealhy naton So provide siodarss
wiih the sopoof reedad 1e gradudio, (o' tha
BCCFAOMIC marrstream and contnbule boous
nabonal SUacess s1cay.

Matpguar, i1 Qur currem cgnsideratian al
vardaro relon wa havn soan Shal [Drgeid
aducahen énd Ira ning can prowvide & leg up for
warking poor lamilies 1e rase eamings anc
EsCapa Eovary In the Elevenih Congrassianal
Crstr:zy of Qmo, Cuyahogh Garmmrosaty College
s (e an gxcellang jeb of redching ool
adulls i trigns hon,  ancd in ;-re-puring high
ychool siedenls for carsarss in tachnology.
Around 1ha ecuniry, commuonity cmlages an-
able disadvanliaged pageds 1o reahze hair own
potacdial ard progarg |goseen rlo Le goc-
MOn AL NEIraam.

Tne ast saven years of prosparty we hava
anjoyed have nod Bepetied everysrs noour
cewigty  Educalics and frairirg ara tne wops
flinl vl fling wide tha pesals of oppariunily.
Amerca was fourdad on the princizes of
“Lite, Liberty, and the Pursud of Haconess”
| salute Qud Arrancarn histeny, ard tra kay rola
of educanion b ensam gpeerurdy ler al,

Mro BALIL Madam Spaasar, | nse oo
drags Mg shorcom-gs af 5 Con Aes 1245,
' am casainly rnozgreament wih tha senti-
menls biehind Ihis resolution 1ho Brematcsn of
Froaledge  aboul, and  coclurglanding  of,
Angrcan hisiory are ameng the mos ‘mpor.
lard @sliwlias ihosa whe wizsh 0 prasena
Amerzar libety can undadaka. In dacd, |
wowd venbure o 2dy hal win my ok ek
warnug aducafional grgamrations, | havo dona
A rnggie, iF ngd rgre, than any othar menbar
af Corgrass to promeda ha sludy of Amencan
history.

Lsfortorataly  whale | siamgly supporm -
Ferlg 10 incrogse e Amengan public's kgl
adga of hislery, | zannot sLoport a reso Hon
cla-ming 0 8ATGUrAge AMEncans to emirace
tre r considubvnal heritane, whele 12 @Ry lan-
quiate showieos & Tundamenial eeesunde
slanding of the beliefs of Ama=ca's fo.nders
and 1he grabess of the Umiled States Canstdu-
tion. Popular acceptance o :his mgunda~
slandng ¢! ihe faundess' thaught 1s moch
raare AERQereus B Amarican libarty han an
inaikilyy le name tha exact dala ol the Bata
a1 Bunker H:,

In pariculdar, Bh0 sl alice refars o frae-
wan Cdprtesrany’ and the “domecralic” proe
ziples. upen which this. counine was lounded
Howeear, this couniry was lounded eed as a
demacrey bul &g @ coastilulional resghos.
Maglarn Speakar, tha distinchban batwaon a de-
mooracy and a repubhz is mora than just A
mattar ol semant:ss. Tha fundarmental prin-
Cple i d demecracy i mapenly rule, Demoe-
raies, wtaks republics, dooadl mecognice o -
damardal rights f Sitizens. (outsdw It rghl 1o
walad mor da they bmil tha power of ha gav-
ammenl. Ind2ad, Sdueh wmeabons are oflan
e as inbncsicas o the wil ot he maoje s
ry " Thut in @ democcracy. be rajoritg, or
sheir edacted reprasentalives, tan hmit an ind:-
vidual's gkl b3 free spaech, delend anessl,

CONGRESSIONAT RECORD — HOLISE

18 SEMIRCIR, A NWRN FAISS S0 Chradnn,
Llarnod -acing rezcgriza ery Gig lundamenial
ighl: A aghe B pacticipdla i tha chnogeg ol
Irzpz suwes @b o perg Aolerzinecd fiv:

In Sentrast, o a republic. the ree of govam-
ranl iz sidclly limied 1o a few well-definas
funclers and the luncamental ights o ndivid -
ials Ay rafpecied. A censtilution heminng he
atalhery of canla, cowirnment o 4 Bill of
R.qitty sapragsly fobidding M Fedaran zovam-
man} frem azadzing tha fundame-ial nghts of
& people ara feajures of & republican lom of
gowarnment. Evan 3 curscry reading g dhe
Faca<aist (apers ard alrer o of e
lgmna e hoaws thiy undarsloo:d har -;;-!:-Iuirling
tha consart 3l 31 parcont 3l the: peaole does
nat .ooany w3y lagimize govamment actone
abridgqing indivodaal hberty.

Madarn Sorakar tha 2anluzion e whalh-
o Armorca, iz g damidteazy, whore clizens
rghls may ke wzidlad o the consent o 51 par-
can: of ihe pacpla may be cblaned, or 2 e-
pootn witec@ Tha ‘ederal govarimeant & farhid-
den ke take Ary oacliers wiplaking a geople s
fundarnenta: rights. 15 Bekind nany 21 che
flawed cEzilas 0 this Corgress. A& conshiu-
fionally wierate Gongrass thal undasslands the
proper unchon o a leqElalure inoa seask
ficnal  republic would  Aces: gwon dakbate
whiatluer gr ngl o abridga the right ol sall-da-
lense, rstruct parents pow fo raise and edu-
cate therr children, send roops wa cremand in
distanl famign quartals hat da antk invelwn the
siocurile ki CALMR, GTdnn -derr:,l antire
shissos o gdizans 1o fundamental right £
ila

Sercndly, oF s nnb tRa proges ol of the
Limited 512265 Congrdss 1 dictite oducational
fonets Io stalos and kel goveroments. ARer
ail. ihe Lirdad Stales Consfituboa doas not
g wa tha {adaral goves man: ary power (o die-
1ate, ar aven suggest, curricckm. Inalead e
powar 10 doterming what is laeghl in sckocls
s reinregd 10 Fates. lucal peeamundias. and.
atgva all. parentls.

In conglgsian, Ly mistakeg s Sountngs
fourrling az Bairg Dasad ¢n mass democracy
rajher than on republican pnnciples. and by -
naneg e ccnshituborally hmited rola o the
ledaral gowarnimenl, thiz resclulion gramelos
rr|i5|.|'td-ursl,',;|.|1;jing akaut 1he Sype of nouer-
mant nagessary fo protect Hoery. Suck con-
stiutonal Tieracy may ba mare dangencus
‘han hislasical ignorance, since [ha Behel hat
Aenasica was Icundsd E ba A odarnoeady Ins
qlirmtas the wen that Songrss may vioiate
pEIpi's Wwndamenlal ngris at will | therafzne,
encoiltage my colleaguas b embracs Amer-
I35 true haritage: B condukhional rapuklc
wath steak dinubAtinng o thie pawss of i cgne
114} gnsarnmienl

Ms. AUAUGHTER. Madem S2eaker, n
180BEH, Matinnal Foddwrresd 16 Fe Hudanitaes;
sl @ rapert eondlud rg [hal mosg than A0
parcenl ol colleges and unears:lios pemitlad
sludanis F> graduase wWwithout takng a coorse
In Arr&rcan fstory. Now hirteen years laer,
slanciucs hasd Lillarn o0 g wily 28 prn
cenl al Amatica's slibe colege and = vers lies
nod requinng heir siugesd 10 taka amy histony
course ab &;. The resafis of this lackadaizeal
dppieash [HEFTNY ared unds-skandding  Hur
Gl anley's history is devasiialing

In a sursay conducted By the  Ameican

il gl T-uxl po - anly 23 par-
aant ol the students survayed comacily wdanti-
fiad Jares Madizon as the "Fainer of the
Cenalilubon  while 54 parcent meesacily idom-

July 10, 2000

ied Thoermdsa Jeferssn. Linlg-Tunately, e
Wnal efeas af e sengy Ao oqually anrbar-
rassing, wilh 85 piccent of the $uflonrs fe-
aing o X3 omergeal ar an CFY grada, TR s
unacaaptable.

Tae poar padomance ol fhese sludenis
1nam Amencas Bpoaniceestied and calleges
shou'dd Serve 35 a witka.gp cai o Mambioes af
Gergreds hak Ly acedern. quality ©F ous Nig-
Icr @dazation orograms is deteroratng (0 1ha
point o no redum.

But rather Man make s [omprase these
rarrendaus S1bskes wish aciual aducadion re-
Temig, i rmgjoriby vated Fooosiagh Medchdc-
irainirg aad stedent lca~ programs ard ra-
canly rejactes my amardmant o modarately
ncredse jundag far she Modional Erdowrnenl
far Ihe Hoadias, anooal kg only EQEANCITE
that sirivgs 12 preseng our calion's kskry
thrzugh gdecation

| am a proud ca-zpanzoer of & Con. Ras.
123 and | wholakes: il foaee a Coangress
rats by eridicaln the profaond histariea’ ilhe-
araeyy shat cerrenty  plagues o nabcon's
young pacgle, but we cen do befer than "o
pas= a “leal-good, da-nalking” rdaizlon.

W CEOHCE MILLER of {alifornic.
Madiam Spcaker. T yield back the bal-
ance of N Tlene.

Mr. FETHRL Malsm Speaker, | owvield
ok the Balance of nwy nume.

The SPEARER gra cermpore hirs.
Bl5ZERT]. The gquestion 15 o che mao-
nan offersed By rhe pentlheman Erom
Weincunsin 5. E*rTRZ) tEad 1hur Henagar
siinqezerck the Cules and copcar n che
Monare Concurrent reschution. SooCon.
Res. 120,

Tt fuestiorn swips toakon: werl {lwa
thirrs Baeesng voted In faver thereoll
the rihes were suspended and the Sen-
acc  ComMCRIrPent  resalotion was  oon-
cureed Ino.

A oanatiao o cerpnsider owas Ll oo
thue rnhl.ij

DESCIWLTES HESOURCES COMSEMR

VANMCY REAUTHORIZATION ALT
QF 1993
Mr WALDEN of dregon Wadom

Speaker. 1 move to suspend che rules
and pass the biil {H.4. 17ETY wa eaud-
Thirize the prrticiparcinn of the Buzedu
roF Rerbamanan i che Deschutes 13p-
wourccs  Comservoncy. and for olher
PILLpCaRE,
The Clerk read ds boliows.
HE. 1787

Heip o by oRe Fersete ool e 2 e
sesearanes of rhe Lodred $neres of America 'n
LEagrass Assamhing.

SECTION L SHORT TITLE

Thes Acr raay be faTiee ag che C(Ieichuaes
Rezaarces Donanmvaday Keerhnrararlon Act
EIN UL
SEC. I EXTENSION OF FARTICIPATION U BES

REAL aF HECIAMATION Ir
TESCHUTES HESODUHCES UONSEHR-
TANLY.

Serrian ML Af the Gpepon Resouroe on
wrraarsnn Anr ol 1998 (Alvisgn B af Pultlls
Lo YAACA 10 Scar 3BI0-534% i uncded —

Y an sufeCley 130030 My sk fong Lwfore
chws perand of Che eopd Chie lellowing 7 and ug
oo Colal wimourd ol 32.0000HH dusdsi =uch o
Fiscisk years 2002 through 2006 °; and

121 w0 subsecoion [hd by wtnserling befoze
te Acriod at the and oo follswing  and
£2 ¥ o0 Jer ench of 1520 LR 2R 15302 chraugh
2
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMEN
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cantininative  EVIDENCE OF AMERICAN AMNESIA

The ldea of America

Essay Contest Mumerous polls and surveys over the past decade bolster the faci thal

many Americans lack evei a basic knowledge about thetr nation's
Heroes of History history. ilralt_uwmg are examples lrom recent palls giving evidence to
Lecture America's historical smnesia:

Bookihelf 2002

Mews &
Announcements An Ameticat Council of Trustees and Alummi (ACTA) repott
ruleased September 146 found that none of the nation's top 50 collewes
About NEK  and universitics require students to study American history and only
10% require students to study history at all.

Home
For additional information, check: www goacra.org

A nationwide survey commissioned by Columbia Law School in May
2002 revealed that an alarming number of voting age Americans have
serious misconceptions about the Constiution and Bill of Rights,

Almost a shird of all Americans think that che President may
suspend the Bill of Rights in wartime.

Questign:  In time of war or ather declared natignal
emergency, the Presidenl may suspend 1he
Constitution's Bill of Rights.

Answer True; 3244
Ealge: G0
Dont't Know g

Almost two-thirds think Karl Marx's dogma, "From each
according to his ability, 10 each accordiog to his oeeds™ either
was, 0r may have been, included in the Constitution.

We the Peoplc: A Resource Guide to Promoting Historical Literacy
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Chaestion:  Daoes the Constitntion include the following
staternent about the proper 1ol of govemmment:
"From ¢ach according to his ability, o each
deearding Lo his needs™?

Answer:  Yes 35%
ol 3%
Drar™ Know: J4%

For addiional information. check:
www Jaw, coluniia. edili new s sueveys

2001

The 2001 U5 History Natiooal Asseszment of Edvcanon Progress

results for 124k graders found that 37% scored "buelow basic” levels.

From the 2601 1TL5. History Natinaal Assessment of Education
Progress tesulis for 12th graders:

Alorc than hall of bigh school seniors thooght that Ftaly,
Germany, or Japan was a 0.5, ally in World VWar IL

Ouestion: When ibe United States entered she Second
World War, one of its allics was:

Answer:  A) Germany 155
B lapan o
€] the Soviet Tinion 489,
) Traly 14%

Coly 29%: could connect the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution to the
vietham War,

Questien:  The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution {1964 was
slgnificant becanse it

Aoswer: Ay onded the war in Korca 4 1%,

We the Peopie: A Resource (Guide ta Promaoting Histavical Litevacy



B} zave President Johnson the authonny

- g 2omg
to expand the scope of the Viethany War
O weas an attempt w ke foreign policy 15%
. ]
power away from the President
D) allowed China to hecome 2 member 4,
el

of thue Unired iNations

Morc students performmed "hetow hasic” an the history test 1han any
orbier AEP subject. including math and sciznce, For addivonal
formation, check:

wiw nges wd, gov nationsoepurteyrd  yshistors resglls
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site indgex | EO.gev g INCES Noattonal Center for Education Stottics  [Feardinces Il

-".'I ABQUT MAEF .. r:1 SLBJECT AREAS .. HELF SITE MAF ECOHTAGT W3 GLOSSARY KEWSFLASH

HALP QUELTIONS | NAEP OATA | STATE PROFILES i PLBLLCATIONS sach NAEF

”5” r_go

The Mation's Report Card (homel

IR - |
LS. History 2001 Major Results

§ NAZP 2001 LS. Ses the NCES Deputy

Fuglgry wad a . = - '
T Nauan:l Resules s UI Cammissidner's
- statement about the 115,

sseasment frst Scores are up since 1954
diminssterad in 894 .
acmsterad n for fourth- and eighth- hustory results.
s Nivignal saunples wese  Qraders, white changes for
seecled from 1.1G0 high kool seruors arg ngl

puUHHIG angd nonaublic i
statisticall
schools 2 grades 4, B, 5 ¥

Read the prass release
suMmmanzing the results.

and 12. siqnificant. mor wis
) Read the Malional
F oy 5000 As5ESSTENt GOVerning
5ludants were .
asaessed in he ] Bgard release on the
nalonal sample. Achievernent- NAEP 2001 LS. Histary
d Level Recults Repon Card.

L ‘Capesbons adodre sseyd
owr hiskarical themes
-5 eight chranaiegical
perads,

Increases seeq since 1994
in the percenlages of Read about the LS.

students at or above Sesic 15100 frAamework and
at grade 4 and at or aboye oW lo interprat MAEF
Proficient at grade ragulls,

8. e ki

» Bludents dngeeeed
mulbate-chonre and
LaNstruGled - Epanse
Questeng.

Sea the results when
BCCAMMOdations wers
pemitted.

Subgroup Results
Resuls lar various
subgroups (e.g., gender,
racefethrucity) of students
sty whether they bave
peogressed since

1904, morn Infa

Browse the Executive
Summary of ihe Report
Catd or doewnload the
antire (epoet,

Bownlead the Highlights
Report for a printed

version of the major
Classroom Contexts 1

reslis.

Waew guestions, scaring
guirdes, and sluden
responses from the

« Time Spent on Social
Studias -- Fourh-graders
whose taachars spant mghe

than 180 minutes per week ~ 2eoessment

on soiEl studies scored

higher than those whose Explore all the data
teachers spani less associated with the

liMG8. marn indg assasernent in the NAER

+ Instructional Activities -  Fata ool

- A1 allihree grades,

instrectional activities ware Fing aut mgee imfarmaticon
abiout the LS. history
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assac:ated wilh assessment.
perfarmandd, mws s

+ Use of Computers - wiew and downlaad the
irgng positive relationship press release

between siudent presemation of the resulis

perfgrmangs and using in PowerPainl (25588

computers for research and  PPT) or HTML.
wriing reporls at grades 8
and 12, neww e

fusr wtared F7 b 202 AR

NCES + NEW! Digtings E L graton " Do ve-Grantag Pasdisseqny y 1nsiiyl gns
Headlines | JUST RELEAGED NAET 2002 Wil A53855manls
* Eueatan Skt slers Cuarery - New Issur Reicaseo!

MIZES Mome | Publicalicng | Sureeys 4 Programs | Guxk Tables & Fgures | Data Teols
Search | Halp | Mews Flash | NDES Slalf | Contact NCES | Sile Inday

Mational Canter for Education Statistics
Ingbilyte ol Educang Sour sed LS Depl ol Bdugation
[map] TI50 K Sreel, NW. Fashingion, 00 20006, US4 Fhore: (2021 5627350
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LEISURE & ARTS

TLESDAY, JUNE LE, 2002 BT

‘Our American Amnesia’

By Rricg CoLe

LL GREAT PRINCIPLES and in-
Asti.:utluns face challenges, and the

wisdom of the humatitees, and
the principles of demorratic self-guwyern-
ment, are not bnmone, We are standing
aleng the periphery of 4 horrendous at
{ack from without oo our way of |ife and
government. Buf we face 4 seripps chal-
lenge to our country Bhat 1ies within oue
horders—and even within our schools:
the threat of American amnesia.

Mo of the common theeads of great
vivilizations is the cultivation nf memary.
Lincoin's  “mystic chords of roemory,
stretching from battlefield and patriot
grave to every living heart and hearth-
store all over this grear Jand.” alany of
the great warks of antiguity are translii-
erated from oral traditions. Fram Homer
1o the Begwulf epic, such tales trained
people to rememher their heritage and
higtary through story and song, and
passed (hose stories and songs throdeh-
ot generalions. Qld Testamend stories
repeatedly depicd prophets and prigsts en-
rouraping people tr remember, Lo wTite
pn their hearts” the events, circum-
stances. and stories that make up their
history.

We are in dapger of fergeting this
lesson. For years, even decades, polls,
(eses and stodies have shown that Amer-
cang do not koow their histary, and can-
not reynember even the most significant
events af the 2Hh centary,

OF course, we are a forward-loeking
penpie. We are mnore concerned with
what happens moregw than what hap-
pened vastenday.

But we are in danger of beving our
view of the futore obscured by qur igne-
rance of the past, W cannat see clearly
anead if we are blind to history, Unforiu-
tately, most indicators point (0 a worsen-
ing of our case of Atnerican ampesia.

'l give just a few examples. (oe
study af students at 35 elile universities
found that cver a third were anaole to
iemtify the Constitulon as establishing
the divisicn of powers in our povern-
ment, oaly ¥ could fdentify the term
"Reconstruction,” and 0% cowld oot
place the Civl YWar in the corcect half-
CENTUTY,

The recent Natignal Assessmend of Ed.
ucatinnal Progress test found (hat over
half af kigh schoal seniors coulda't say
who we fought in World War IL And lest
you think I'm picking on stadents-—and
hey, I'm 4 former professor—a nation-
wide survey cecendly commissioned by
Columbia Law Schoal found that almost
bwi-thirds of all Americans Whiok ®arl
Marv's dogma, “From gach according to
his ability, to each aceording to his
needs,” was or may have bean wiitten by
the founding fatkers abd was inctuded in
tha Constitulion.

Such collective amnesi is dangerous.
Citizens kept ignorant of their hiskory
are rebhed of the riches af their heritage,
and handicapped in their ability to under-
gtand and appreciate other cultbres,

I Americans cannot recall whom we
fought, and whom we fought alangside,
during Worid VWar II, it should oot he
assimed thal they will leng temember
what happened here on Sept, 11.

And a natipn that does not know why
it exists, or what i stands for, cannot be
expected [ lopg endure. We must re-
cover from the amnesia that shrouds our
history in darkness., our principles in con
fusion, and our future in uncertainty.

Mr. Qole iz the chefrmen of e M-
tigant Endurcment? for the Humariifes.
This article iz ercerpled from “"The Or-
gency of Memory, ™ an eddress pelivered
! the roitference “Art fn un Age of ['neer.
tainty, " orgamzed by New York Linfeer
sily and keld last Prday neer ground zere
in lojrer Marhation,
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REVIEW & QUTLOOK

The Pilgrims’

10 collepe siklenls have o ciear
evedniew of 11e battle inowhich {1e na-
a0 15 R eRgaged, we'tl wager 1
dpesn™ RAve § It o dn with what
ihep'te [RArRiOZ AL RChpal. A RBEVEY
just nat from Ikt Amerizan Canne i af
Trustess and Alummi ceveals just how
Erle history studenis are aszked Lo

slody teday even at the hiphest-ranked.

colleges and universilies.

-+ Bk before we pelabe the depressing
r_iml-.ngs of the Cotpicll's lanest sarvey,
\':'{‘."ll 1ake i molen W mehlion 2onae
AL WS AN Cinpus, Yehich iz, tharal
LT vears af expasuce W Lhe fop of politi-
ral double-hink and wictmnology that
prodired  speack  and Rarassment
mies [(nod 1o mention hostalivy too Al
things related 4o the 175, military), sto-
gents somehaw haye manzged o slay
connecled o the real worid. The anti
war leach-ins arranged by 1he impTesa-
riws of the tonured loft afer Seplember
11 have fer Lhe mos® par [allen o gnal
vars. We oo instead a healths sore of
studenl efnion lirmmiy oe=hind 1he wa-
Bun™s waT 3005 —ind iRcredsingly wo-
ciferiws aloud i,

o UPergevers Throwgh Rumnadan,”
uirgesine eadiine of 2 Harvaed Coun
s0b editobLat eatler hes nionth. AL Ca-
Ininteid, Siudesits have Jurrncd & gooap
catled Limited 4 Viciory 48 @ way ol
Ehowing et upparl ferslhe L5 mil-
Hazy abd the war The Columbia
Liaily specintor dellvered @ scathing
assAellan Biulers pews. the head of
WhICH TeCeTkly Danned the use of he
word "HerrenstT on the goounds that
"0 1A% S BREROCLET 1S Andsker Rians
Tewesdaan Diglter.”

This is a hearemog indlcallon of
1hrmCEThTan sehse of 1R1S eterilio uk
studrnts. B0 Es ol: themore neasoo
el TEe Thal Slvdenils deseowe [0 T
Frauréed in ihe nistery and civiliza-
1lef f sEeir Balo, Seething educa-
Lz havs Gated mozerably o provide.
e ArieTacals Colneis of Tooglees and
Al ity the maller succioclly:
"What 18 oot TgEht will be fucgeiten,
and what is [argotien faATet be de-
fendel.” The Lcurerl. founded oy
Lynpe Cheney, 15 & froup of s2holics
and histeTians camirnitted 40 aeadeinse
fregdgm ead g maintenance of
steong rducation sLEndard s,

R el 15 207 laught was pain-
[ully evident in it surviey, The Ceaneil
skl ik Roper ocganizatinm to asssss
whith collepge senioms knee and e
know a'moul- American historye and
Wieslern civiliza®ion and whirh instity-
tons oI higher learning actialiv 1e-
guired students & Ieirn somelking of
Hhise Swhircts,

The results mzy surprise more than

Magna Carta

& few parems Tow shelling ot $30,000
& wear L send theer chigren [oene of
the natien's el3te Joslilulisns of foghaer
egucazon. Jusk teree ol [he doge-tanre)
55 schoals - Celumipia, Unlgate and the
riverstty of the Spith—rcequire a
caurse 10 Weskermn civilization. Rooe of
the 5h mequices & coucse sBAOrCaR
histery. (For g full Tist, ses Opinion-
Jeawruind .

S0 oAt ogllefes suck ay Amhensl,
Tale, Tuke, Stanlurd, Dartenouth, Rice
and the Universidy of Michzgan—rto
nAame 4 few—Eraduales Can nuw Leaye
as igrorant of Western civilization as
they were when they entercd. Olher
schoals go B Jestda Bawe Distory "re-
quircmeals” bal i rms aul aese ace
e Gort of pedgslivenseitls thsk acen't in
Tact peyliTed. Hather e s1odent can
salisly thonn by completing & bigh
200D RistoTy couese or by chotsing a
ngt-history oollege-leve] onncse. Al
Rarkeley, stndenls whe ezrned a Cowr
netter in high school lislory zme ex-
empl. At M.LT., studenizs can salisir
Uee Dislorival sludle: "requicencent”
By A3KINT 4 00UTs2 in Knsitcnmental
Politics dasd FPolicy,

Al his goey 4 LOng wiy lowsrnd tx-
Flaining why the collepe Senlors gue
rivd Ly Beper in an carker Coancil
Supvey 054 30 much rougle Witk even
Lher fioos] basle nistory quesiions. Mo
raTe than 3% had any itea that "gow-
eTpment of the prapte, &y tha peagple,
fior the people” came from the Getiys-
burg Mddress. Mare fhan LaEE eouwld
not jdenfdy (e Cosglitdli as 1he
spgree of Ut Sepabation of powdrs,
This belng (e day aMer Thanksgy
ing, we're o embarrassed 1o prind
Lhe prereenage Who dRougit 1he Wi
pna Carta was what the B:dgrims
signad o 1ha Maylawer. Bemember,
these are studencs am the pation's
bop £5 eollegres.

Faurs abuul Anerica™s wins were
aled iz shuct Supply, Jest foue sul of 10
seplars oogld udertify 1he Batile of the
Eillge as pading taken place in Warld
war E. Only 34% knew Sobrpe Wash-
ington wis ¢ getetal comnshding
the Americing 2 Tockbown. oo Ul
riale bable of she Heweluiionary War
A TIEDEL [TCen Afe - IT5-- thaught it
FUERL B2 [lysses S Geant.

About one Tack aiost siledents il
seeti cledr - that 1hey are oitigens of
3 AL Lew At war. Lo bien, wniver-
gily admisiratarg, 100g cowed by
the mltlcnlinralisis and pressire
praps hoslile ta anything thatl
migh! smack vof Western ewlture,
ough? Lo consider getling up off their
Buees b provide woURE ARErlcans
wilh & se7ious educatlen In thelir his-
1oy and civilizatian.
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Tue Wasminorns Pos

David 5. Broder

Neglecting History . . .

A cpnzsticw [r wert bl o oy sl all your
Eirywuks: Wlws wis Lhe Amenican general
Yurkivwn? tou have toar puesses. William
Tevunseh Sheomacy, Elysses % Graoe, Thag-
L3 MlacArilr ar George Washingloa.

When Lhat guestion weas ashed Lie Liss
vear of 0 fachondy chazen @i w5
I:l.'lp-:l'nl.rd Elﬂl'h"n-,_\ ] wevers e, e gl ol
Thaes o i riglu . Sunodngdy, e of those
ahwt b garacliate freme grasie Likeerad aets sl
Tegae sk s Amsherst and Woillioee, aned
Gl wnd wurlihalass wniversidios such as
Hivrward amt Tuke amd Lhe Criversily of
Micugun named Grant, the vis Lubme oo
Al i the Civil War, than Wasdungmuit, |he con-
mander of the Continental Srav. o the e
whin deleatol the Hrilish i che Bl Tattle ol
The Bevolutionaes W,

LAl was el thee sl Sl 29 peeneent
castald identaly Phe Cettyshorg Adkiress as the
suauree f the e "gowenument of 1he peo-
e Iy Sl prugshe lor the oo Mot
Theighl ot vama froim thie Ciclralvee of Do
chepenebenor or the Cunstitacion.

The resuli o thios e sy 3 o
Vicews oy anbied o] Bagds bl e,
A Clite gnallege and aniveraly seniers. juste
Iy the wnn “hiswoncal iliteeacy” Tt s
wAnt fwar snambers of Coagrme called 1
<Ifralich] 10 4 juint cesolwlicn ey it richuon)
bast werk waming that “the- neab gemeeradion
H Amerivan leaddrs aned vl jeens o in diange
of Losaing Aferica's e remeory,”

Congress cen du nedhing but Secry U
sibualion. As Sen. lew Lickermun o
Connecticut, one of the sponsars, saal, ~We
are it bere o oesdabdish oo manionad
ciurtiwduen,” Bol e chadlenge Lo parents amd
1o lucalurs 1s n o be igrwnsd.

The colleyie stwdent peadl was Giken o a
privale proup, ihe American Cooncil o
Trasteos ard Adumnd, Its ropzerl makes 1wa
poinks; I these hight scheash quasdionm wife
uged] ox o college 1ed, B pencent ol 4w
cdlege studemts wioadd  Dunk.  Equally
truoubling, it sand, mowe of Lhe 35 clibe colleges
ard wniversibcs (a5 ratead T B25 Newes &
sl Beport} mequares oo s e nosn
hitowry Lbiare gormhaudion.

This, 1 wowidd add, despite e Eact hat al
has been known lue a2 by e that high
achweo] slasdients scn't lesimung mach akout
ol Risfoe Teoem Bheir Lewchers Tl el
recenl repaart Brom e Nalivoel Aseessment
o Eduweational Progros (MAYHF was o
19, amel 3l kisy was dessestagiog. 1Tl
frudrddve aurvey Toangad tat anven hpugh qeist
stwdeats repuried howing ahen Ameriean
histary in the: vigghth and 11th grades, litke ol
it stuek. “Frw stwilents 411 peroent] reachicd
Llne peolwicat aclievensnt leeel—defnesd ws
s pracheTevel g direrenor—and noly 10
Fpereesl Erached e acdvanesd sebisoereene

Lewel,” Lhos porpeart =il Fally 37 percent aof U
bzl =l e filed e demoned rale o
bramiv beved of underdanding of Americn
hiabiry ol iedituzions—Lhe s
valegnmey i Cle esd,

Tl Ciwaneil w Troshies ool Ao,
wiliea chenrarpe 1+ Ly ¥ Clenpne, 1%
vogtagnl v npougs delbate  wath
avanlenmiics oerr o rarge < surmiclum esees,
Bul s thes one. 3 foond the hwads of 1he
niajur baslorsei] groespe Largely in agreement.

g Arnil Fores, exoculive director of the
Ameriva Hliddonalb Atsoviabon, told me,
W coerwe, sludenls shendd  be takiopr

Ao e uistoey iad § weidd catend that to
wamld histey e wrll” But she sail 1hat on
L6y ISLal Callpss, Tresamanoes are being
putllend oy Froma Bisboey and glven G wreas
Lhid ~#1=m1 bu b e praciical .

Ty fearlsas oA Benoeth T Jucksan, che
presidvnl ol e O grueeataon of Americn
Plaorees winl o prodeisor at Culvszibig
Undversite. e ol the el scbonls wheose
sdwderits woere auroesl, ws naore shepical,
ELe saich, “The Dt velegies and wndversities
b = Pany histury departmenls 2wl Fugh
encalboent, [T amanet pme are amd 1
Lertger nlleps yen aliesd, nee erire kely o
are btk hidors ™

but b ~anl ol wn ks firsl message Lo bis
fullosw sweandiiris an macciation peesident, i
st wae 'y ke o beaching saericasly
roteh Waepron L Lew Trese 9 Lispch okt oram
speciabid s, cther than wial Aadents ited toe
buiz LT v s 3 Rig department, i wsually
wiorks et bl somweti e e only cowrse
PR s e e b a hisiars of T8hveatucy
railroas e lonmessae”

Ao Lictwrnzm sanl. "With the Fourdh fast
aperiaching, | oan thik of no beller way s
velewile e azdtversary of  Adnceriess
imkbephera b ace tlan Toe ws o pequember whn
vixavesd i wwelersnizeen] Bund uf oo miss w b
dawrn all Gor dibeste, and then 1o prumi-e
et M lergel,” CR cgum, v Gl forg
whial v et bzen),

The Wasliinutan e
Sumdiy, Jule X200

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promoting Histovical Literacy

3



THE NEW YORK TiMES NATIONAL WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2000

Basic History Test Stumps Many Collegians

WASHINGTON, June 27 (APY —
Nearky S0 percen of seniors at 35 g
colleges and universibes, meloding
RHarvard and Princetan, recaived 3 D
or an F on a 3M-question high-school
level 185t on American history,

More than a third of the students
did oot kemaw that the Constiution
established the division of pewer in
American government, said the Cen.
ter for Survey Research and Anaby-
si5 at the University of Conoecticur,
which adininistered the test as part
of a study o raeasure the teaching of
American history.

Students were much more kogwl-
edgzable about popular culisr — 89
petcent of the seniers tesed wdenti-

fied "“Beasvis and Bulthead™ as “telg-
wision cartpon characters.”™

Bur contronted with four aptions in
& muliiple-choice test, gnly 15 per-
cenl Could name who was president
when the Korean War began. Apd
only 23 percem identified Tames
Madison as the principal framer of
the Constitutian.

Asked the era in whieh the Civil
War was fought, 40 percent did not
knonw the correct period, 1850-1907,

Scnator  Juseph 1. Liebeeenan,
Democrat of Coomecticat, said that
he and other members of Congress
would intrpduce resobutons cxlling
on college aned state officials o
strengthen  American  history  re-

guirements at all levels of 12¢ odaca-
nonal system,
The study, spansored by the Atie-

i

wean Council of Toystees and Alumnk

Tnund that none of the 35 institutions
required American history for grad-
uation. Aod only 78 percent of them
required students to take any hislory
classes, said Jerry Martin, one of the
repart’s avthors.

The history test was given by tele-
phone to 536 college seniors chosen
dat randpm, The guoeston: were
drawn fram a basic high school cur-
riculum. and many had been used m
the Mafipnal Assessment of Educa-
tion Frogram fests given ta high
achon] students.
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The Danger of Historical Amnesia
A CONYERSATION WITH DaVID MCCULLOUGH

M the Jufyidugnse 202 isswe of Humanities, NF Chatrman Bruce
Coler spoke with histarign ard writer David MeCudlaugh abowu the
importenee of hisrory, Thee relk abawd how America’s schools iave
Sierfeel ane vairy, MeCullongh iy fhe author of efght buoks, emong them
fwe Pulirzer Prize winners, Truman ard John Adams.

Bruce Cole: There was a study done not 1o long ago that surveyed
iy of the eliwe colleges and universings, The students were asked
questions laken from a high school curmcolum, and the lack of
historical knowledze was really appalling.

This strikes ine as something that the tragedy of 911 brings home.
That is, owr country has been attacked. Not only the Twin Towers and
the Pendagon, but really the idea of our country, the ideas generaled by
the founders. How are we going to defend this if we really don't know
much aboul 17 It seems o me that tis is alamming,

David McCullough: [ thought the resules of that survey were
alanming, and 1 said so at the time. T sult think so. L can cite what imught
be called apecdotal evidense at length wo support than survey,

I have heen talking ot lecluring at collcees and universities
continapusly for twenty-five years or more. From my experience |
don'r think thete's any question whatsoever that the students in our
institutions of kigher learning have less grasp, less understanding, less
knowledee of American history than ever before. | think we are raising
a peneration of vouns Ancrcans who are, o 8 very large degrec,
hustorically illierate. Tr's nat their fanlt. And ibere’s no problem about
enlisting their interest in history, Nane.

The problem is the teachers so ofien bave no bistory in their
background. They are working at high school and grade school fevel
with lesson pluns. Wery often they were education majors and
graduated knowing no subject. s the sume, I'm tald, in Bology or
English literatare or whalever.
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If we think hack through our vwn lives, the subjects that you liked best
in school almost certainly were taught by the eachers vou Lked best.
And the teacher you liked hest was the leacher whe was interested in
the sulecr she tanght, whe cared sboul that cxpenment she was going
to do 1o class that mormimg, and. in fact, loved showing you that
cxpLrietent.

There was 4 noled professor ol child psychology at the University of
Piusbureh pamed ddargarct Mol arland, whose most ioflaential
disciple iz Fred Rogers, who hus taught more children than any human
being who ever lived, And Fred Rogers likes to say that all he’s done
with his programs is based oo the teachings of Margaret MeForland.

What she taught in cssence 1s that artiludes aren’t tangha, they're
caught. 1 the avitude of the teacher toward the material is positive,
enthusiastic, committed, and excited, the students geg that. If the
teacher is bored, students get that and they get bored, quickly,
mstinctively. Her admanitian to teachers was, “Show them what vou
love,” And, in my view, we have to rethink, revise how we'ne eachung
our teachers.

There is very good work in this figld being done by the National
Counct] for Flistory Education, The connci] condcts summer seminars
or clinics pnmarily Foc grade school teachers from all over the country
in this very spirit. People ke Ted Rabb, who is at Poncetlan, and Ken
Jacksun, who is at Columbia, are real American heraes. They are the
ones that gol this geing. They'te making very good progress.

Cole: Ted Rabb has worked closely with the HEIL over the years.

McCullpupgh: But it's not just something that we should he sad about,
or worried about, that these voung people dan’t know any history, We
should be angry. They're being cheated, They are being cheated and
they are being hundicapped, and our way of life could very well be in
jueopardy because ol this.

Now sines September 14, i seemis to me that never in our lifetine,
except passibly in the early stages of World War I, has it been clearer
that wez have az a source of strangth, a souree of direction, a source of
Wspiration--our seory. Yes, this is a dangerons time. Yes, his 1s a Umg
full of shadows and Ecar.

But wea have been through worse before and we have faced mors
difficult days before. We have shown courage and determination, and
skillful and joventive and courageous and commilted responses o
crigis belore. We shouid draw oo our story, we should draw on our
history as we've never drawn before.
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Cole: Ohur strength comes from our 100y

MleCullongh: Ahsolutely. [Fwe don™t know who we are, if wedon't
know hoew wa hecame what we are, we'rs going o start sulferng from
all the obyvious detnimenial effects of amnesta.

Cole: Colleclive amnesiy.

BcCullongh: Furthermore, we face an enemy who believes in
enforced ighorance. And it's all that we stand for . . . is the open mind-

Cole: Rightl. Tolerance,

McCullongh:: --the generous sparil, the ikdeal of tolerance, freedom,
education, opportunity. Allibat is in the paragraph that Johat Adams
imchucled i the Constitation of the Commonwealih of Massachosetts,
which is the eldest writlen constitution sl in use in the world today.
I predates our national constitution by wn years,

Listen to this. “Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffuzed
generally among the body of the poople being nocessary for the
preservation of their rights and libenies™--you have to have wisdom
and knowledpe as well as virtue to preserve your rights and liberties--
“and as these depend on spreading the opportunitics and advantages of
education in vadous pars of the country, and among the different
creders of the people”™--in ather words, cverybody--"it shall be the
duty™--the duy--"of legislators and magistrates in all futare periods of
this commonwealth 1 cherish the interests of literature and the
sciences, and all seminarics of them™-public schools, grammar
schools, und so forth.

Then he goes on to 52y what be mizans by education, And wha! Adains
means by edication clearly is everything. No boundaries. I17s all
interesting. 1's all important. “*To encourage . . . for the promotion of
apreeullure, arts, seientes, commerce, trades, manufaciures, and a
nztural history of the counlny; o countenance and inculcate the
principles af uymanity and general bencvalence, public and private
charity, industry and frugaliny, honesty and puncivality in their
dealings, sincerity, good hwnot™--thers will be good humor--"and all
social alfeciions™--

Cole: That's wonderfub,
MeCuallowgh::--"and genzrous sentiments amony the peaple.”

There had never been uny such statement in any proclamatian or
constitution ever io the history of the world. And there it is. This was
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radical initg day. [Us saving not just that it would be a good idea to
educate pegple, it's saving it's the duty of the govermmeant. We
“cherish™ these interests, that the good sogiety, the good life, is the life
of the mind, and the lie of the mingd i the life of the spirit.

The putsuit of happiness, What did they mean by “1he pursuis of
happiness”™? They did not meao marerial wealih, They did not mean
vase, luxury.

Cole: Happiness im our sense.

loCullooph: As aear as L ean eell, they meant the lile of the mind and
the fife of the spint.

Adams wrote a letler w his hoy, Tobn Quiney, concemed hat the bay
1ol just e studying Creek and Latin, but that he he reading the great
works in s own mother tongue, and paracolarly the Eoglish pouts. He
was lelling him his happioess matiered.

S wihat dees he mean by “happiness'™? He savs, “Read somewhat in
the Foglish poets every day, You will find themn ¢leganl, enlertaining
and constructive compaiions through vour whobe life” [n other words,
educatian i3 the whale life,

Then be says, “'ln all the disquisitions vou have heard conceming the
happaoess of Life, has it ever been recommended to you ta read
poctry?” That's when he says this famouas, wonderful line, “You will
never he alone with ¢ poet in vour pocker,™

Cole: That's wonderful.

McCullough: Fven more ta the poind, [ guess, 15 a very well-known
paragraph, but still it deserves being repeated, it scems 1o me, at any
chance, I might have put i--1t"s where he says, T must study politics
and war, so that my™--

Cole: Oh, that i3 wonderful. "So the next generation”--
MeCullough: -"can study art, music™-

Cole: Right, rizht. That's one of my favorites.

tleCallough: Absolutely right. At the very end of Adams’s lilk,
Adams's doctor wrote a tetter to John Quincy to suy, “U've just been 12
see him. But as weak as was his material {rame, his mind was still

colluroned.

Clale: That's wonderiul.
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MeCnllongh: Yes T did not study Lann, | did noe take Laen, 1t's one
of the regrets of oy life. But I'm absolutely voovinced, the more [
understand these siglueenth-contury pooply, that il was that groundiog
in Greek and Latin that gave thene their sense of the classie vinues: the
classic ideals of honor, virtue, the good society, and their histotie
examples of what they could try (o live up 1o

Cide: Yes We have a new initiative at the NEH calted “We the
People,” wiich 15 a responae 1o 911 It is aimed a1 getring people tn all
walks of life thinking aboud, through our vanouws projects and tiwough
oir ingtituiions, what it means 1o be an Anserican--our Bberiics, all
thase things we were attacked for. Afler 9711, i scoms ko me that this
1s something essential, That's why it (s so alarming that you have this
kiod of bustorcal anesia,

ATeCullough: Well, there are 1wo Joleresling curves, 1 seems o mie--
and | don’t have any dats on it. But there is a notable rise in popular
intersst in history, as measured by the success, for example, of The
History Channel on television, MNobody thought that would wark.
There ace other measures: the long run that The American Expertance
has had on PBS, 1he success oF the presidential scrics that C-3PAN
tan, the reading audicnce for books like mine and Edviund Momis's
Theodore Rex and others. The level of knowledge of those we'te
eduraning seems o the decline while the general interest scems 1o be
on the rise,

Cole: That's the paradox. [ think of the The History Channe] and The
American Experience 23 a kind of public university.

pleCullough: Maybe because so many people didn't learn these things
in callege, they'te curiows (o find out, But we need 1o gel them young,
Lirtle children can feam anyibing. I have met with (ifih-grade and
sixth-grade classcs. I've worked with themn. T koow how far they cap
20, just as they can leam a foreign language. The mind is 50 absorbeatu
then. There pught to be a real program to educate teachers who want to
teach grade school childeen abouwt history, One of the intercsting
measures of the eise i interest in lustory 1s the pereentuge of the
people who travel in this country who are going to o specific place
hecause of ils historic interest.

Of the people who come lo towr Virgina, something like etghly
percent of them come becawse of the history, Inmy own stale of
Muassachusetls, they comc for the history. They bring their childeen.
They come to Washinglon, D.C., #nd they come to Williamshurg. The
schaal wrip is of the uimost impartance. Tt owght to be encouraged in
every possible way, throughout the country.

Another pood ¢lassroom program bas the chaldren act a part, My
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pranddaughier's flth-grade class, twa sectons of the class, are daing
the Amecrican presidents. Each child is a president aodior a first lady,
Their joh is w learn alt about that president. Then, at the end of the
motith thete™s a big celebration party for these forty children and their
parenes. They abl come as their president ar their first lady, dressed up
as thal pursoen.

Cole: Are you going o bu there?

MoCnllengh: Absolulely. | have met with them. T was astounded by
liew much they know. The child who plays Dolley Madizson or Jamas
K. Polk-- thev've never going te Eorget that. T wish that publishers
woulld stanm produciog little plavs that could be done with twenty or
thirly children somebow involved, or even ten children, [ you're
poing 1o play the part ol un historc figure io & play, in school, vou're
neveT going o farget that. That’s the Wime to catch thent. T really think
if the g is caught then, it stavs with you for life,

U whsolutely posiave it's i our human nature w wanl o koow aboul
the pust. The two mest popular movies of all time, whils not
historically aceurate, are aboul cote historic events: Gone With the
Wingd and Titanic. There i a human longing to 2o back o other times,
We all know howa when we were clildran we asked our parents, " Wikt
was il Hike wlen vou were a kid? if you have children, vou know that
they leve 1o bear about that.

I think 11 prohahly ltas something ta do with our survival as a species,
For ninc-tenths of the timea that lwnan beings ave been on carth,
knowledge that was essenital to supvival was rransmitted from one
generation 1o the next by the vehicle of stary.

by strong foching is that we must lean more about how we leam.
How do we really leam something so that we don't forgee it? I'm
convineed that we learn by struggling o find the solution to a problem
on vur own--with some guidance, but doug, getling in and getting our
bands dicty and working ir.

Cole: 50 we really understand i3 When we do it that way, we really
know it. T1's not superitposed.

pleCellough: 1If vou had 1o ake that typewriter or that sutomobils
engime apart and spend & year to put it buck wgsther, vou'd never
forget it

Cole: That's righs

MceCullough: [ opened a closet in the aric of the old Librarye at
Rensseluer Polyvtechnic Institule one heawtiful fall afiemoon, and there
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were all the records and 1be privaw correspondence and the scraphooks
and the photographs and the drawiogs and so forth of the Broaklyn
Bridze. just stashed in that claset, oo calalog, oo index--nobody ceally
knew what all was therc--bundles of letters tied up with shoestrings the
way it had been whes the Rocbling {family tumed i over,

b spuent three years tovng o witangle all that, irving to understand i,
and then to make it clear. It's been thity vaars, and P sure 1 could sit
down now and take a Lest and do extremely well on that subject
because U'll never ever foract it

Cole: You put that enging together,

MoCuliough: And wo've all crammed for exams, mavbe did very well
oo the exams, and theee months later or three weeks later--

Cole: [t's gone.

McCullpugh: --iUs gooe. So [ think we fiave got o bring the lab
iechnique to the teaching of the humanitics to a for groater degree than
we have, There are [ofs of ways that can he done. And they're exeiting
and theyre fun.

[ 2w adamane on the subject that we must ot cut back on funding of
the teaching of the arls im the schools: music, painting, theater, dance,
all of it. The great thing sbout the arts 15 that the coly way you Jeam
how to o it is by doing 11 TE 2 child leams nothiog buat that as a guide
to life. that's invaluable. You can’t lcamn o play the piano without
plaving the prano, vou can't leam to write without writing, and, in
many ways, you can’l leamn o think without thinking, Writing Ls
thinking. To write weil is 1o think clear]ly, That's why it's so hard.

Cole: That's right, [ don't think wou know what vou know until you
write 1t

McCullough: Exactly. We all know the old expression, "Il work my
theughts oot on paper.” That's exactly reghl. There's samething abowt
the pen that focuses the brain in a way thal nothing else dogs. That is
why we must have more writing io rhe schoals, mote weinng i all
subjects, not just in English classes. And the teacher who teaches
history should be prading the writing, too.

Lots of schools do this and do it very well, but, penerally speaking,
we'va gal to have these programs revised so that therc's more stress on
writing, That stress an the arts, particular]y in pubdic grade schools in
the citics, 15 essential. The talett, including the talent for history--and [
da think thare are people who just have atalent [oc it, the way you
have a talent for public speaking or music or whalever--it shouldn't be
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allowed W e doemans. It should e brought altve,
Cole: Terrific. Thank you very much.

MlcCullonph: Fve enjoved il
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Presdent Geocge W Bush

President Introduces History & Givic Education lnitiatives §. '
Remarks of the Presidant on Teaching Amarican History and Civic

Education [nitiative L

Tha Rose Garden

842 AM. EDT

Far immeciate Ralaasa
Otice of the Prass Secratary
Saptembar 1T, 2002

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Weltome to the Rose Garden; thanks for getling up so early.

| de want ko appreciate David McCullough. 1's an hongr 10 be introduced by David McCullpugh. | appreciata hig
conlibution 1o our nation. He's made history come ative for milliens of Americans. He's ancouraged the teaching of
Ristary in our classrooms. He's made a lasting contribution 1o our nation, And we're grateful for that comtribution.
(Applause. )

It 15 fitting that on the anniversary of the sigring of the Constitution, tha thiee branches of our goverrment are
represanted herg.

Here in Amenca, we see a broad renewal of Amencan patriotism. And this is something to give thanks for, it really is.
&nd it's somathing we must build on. To propedy undarstand and Iowea our country, we must know our country's history.

Today, | am anmouncing saveral imtiativas that will improve students' knowledge of American hislory, incregase their civic
invglvermnent, and despen thair lova for cur great country.

| appraciale g0 vary much Lynng Chenay, har - welt, tha fact she married a great Vice Prasident, for startars.
{Laughtar } But she loves history. She has wrilten books to encourage our children ka undersland hislory. Today, she's
hosting a celebration of the 213th anniversary of the U 3. Censtitution at the Vice President's house - she kindly invited
Lavra to go.

1 appreciate Justice Anthony Kennedy for coming. Nol only is he a greal Supreme Coun Justice, he cares adout tha
communily inwhich he lives. He's worked with the Amarican Bar Association gn whal lhey call a "Dialegue on Freedom”,
an imbative 1o fostar discussions in our nation's classroems about American civic values. Thank you, Juslice Kennedy.
for that. {Applause.)

Delayed applavss s beltar than no applavsa, (Laughter.)

| appreciate 50 vary much our Secretary of Education, Red Paige. Rod is a — he's a straightforward fellow who cares
deeply absul our children. When we say no child should be left behind, he means it He's doing a graat job. Mr.
Secretary, thank you for coming. (Applausa. )

b ddop want i thank the mambers of Congress who are here. I'm especially pleased that Senator Kennedy and Senator
Gregy from the Senate have come. Theses two strange bedfallows worked together 1o pass one of the most
comprahensiva education reform plans in gur nation's hislory. They care desply abgut our country. I'm honered that you
bwo ang hang.

And also twe fing members fram tha House of Reprasentativas, Chaiman Jim Sensenbrenner and Congressman Tim
Roemer. We're honored that you're here. Thank you for coming, And thank you for your deep concern aboul our country
ard ils future. {Applavsa,)

| thank Bob Cole for being hara, wha's the Chaimman of the National Endowment for the Humanities, | thank John Carlir,
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who's the Nalianal Archivist, and Cathy Gorn, who's the Execulive Diraclor of Nalional History Day.

| thark Les Lenkowsky, wha's the CEQ of the Corporation for National and Community Service. | appreciate my friend
Stephen Goldsmith, who's Chairman of the Board of Dirgctors of the Corperation kor National and Camrmunity Service, for
being hers. And thank you all for coming.

In e 1ast year, in Lthis last year of American history, we have witnessed acls of sacnfice and hargism, compassion ang
courage, unity and fierce determination. We hayve been remindad that we are citizens with ohligations to each ather, to
our courntry, and to our history.

Thess examples are particulady important for cur children. Children raflect the values they sea in their parents, and in
their heroas. And this is how 8 culture can be strenglbened and changead for the better.

Dunng the [ast year, cur children have geen that lasling achievament in lile comes through sagrfice and service,
They'va seen that evil is real, but that courage and justice can triurmph. They've seen that Amearica is a forge for good in
the world, bringing hope and freadom to other peapla,

In recent events, our children bave wilnessed the greal character of America. Yet they also need to know 1he groal
causa of Amearica, They ara seeing Americans light for our country; they also must know why their country is worth
fighting for.

Qur history is nol a story of perfection. It's a story of imparfact people working toward great ideals. This flawed natian is
also a really good nalian, gnd the principles we hold are the hopa of g manking. When children are given the real history
of Amarica, Whey wil also learn 1o love Amenca.

Qur Founders believad the study of hislory and citizenship should be at the core of gvery American's education, Yel
today, our children have large and disturbing gaps in their Knowledge of hislory. Recent studies tell us that nearly one in
five high school seniorg think that Germany was an ally of tha United Stalas in Word War Il. Twenly-eight percent of
eighth graders do nat know tha reason why the Sivil War was fought. One-lhird of fourth graders do not know what it
means {0 "pledge allegiance to the fag " Graduating seners at some of our leading colleges and universities cannot
carrecty identify words from the Gattysburg Addrass, or do not know that James Madison is the father of tha
Canstilulicn.

Thiz is morg than acadamic failure. Ignerance of American history and civics weakens our sense of citizenship. To be
an Armencan is not just a matter of blood ar birth; we are bound by ideals, and our children must know those ideals.

They should know about tha nearly impossible viclory of the Revolutionzry War, and tha debates of the Constitutional
Convention. They should know the maaning of tha Declaration of Independenca, and how Abraham Linceln applied its
principles o flight - to fight slavery. Our children should know why Matin Luther King, Jr., was in a Binningharm city jail,
and why he wrote a magnificent letter from thal place.

Our children need to know about America’s liberation of Eurcpe during Warld War I, and why the Berlin Wall came down.
At this very momenl, Amearicans are fighung in foreign lands for principles delined at our founding, and every American -
- paricularly every Ameancan chrld — should fully understand thesa principlas,

The pimarny respansibility for teaching history and civics rests with our elementary and secondary schools, and they'va
gol 1o do their job. The federal government can help, and today I'm announcing theea new initiatives spearheaded by the
USA Fresdom Corps and designed 1o support tha teaching of Amarican hislory and civic education.

Tha krst initialive is called Wa the People -- it will be administered by the Natonal Endowrment for the Humanities --
which will ancouraga tha teaching of American history and civic educalion. The program will provide grants 1o davelop
gaad curmicula; hold training seminars for sehoolleachers and universily facully, sponsar a lecture series in which
acclaimed scholars -- like David MeCullough — will tell the story of great figures rom Amarican histary: and enlist high
schogl shrdents in @ nation assay ¢ontest about the pringiples and ideals of Amarica. We will use technglogy to shara
these important lesgons with schonls and communiliss throughout Americs.

The fedaral gowarnment consenvas and protects soma of our greatast nalignal lreasuras, and we nead o make tham
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more readily available to Americans in thair schools and lpeal communities. Our second initialive is called Qur
Documents, an innovalive project that will be run by the National Archives and the National History Day. This praject will
use the Internet 1o bring ane hundred of America’s most imperant decuments from the Mational Archives to classrooms
and communities across the country, provide lesson plans, and to foster compehlions and discussions aboul these
defining momsants in our histary.

Students and their teachers will see documents onling in their original form -- wel-known documents such as our
Canstitution ar the Emancipation Proclamation or the Civil Rights Act of 1964, They will also sea ather impartant but less
widaly available documents, such as the Lea Resolulion, which first proposed indepandence for American coloniss, and
Jefferson's Sacrel Message lo Cangress regarding the explorabon of the West,

Third, eardy naxt yaar we will convans a White House forum an American history, civics, and service. e will discuss
new policies lo improve the teaching of history and civies n alementary and secondary schools, and in our coliege s amd
univarsitias. We will hear from edugators and schalars abaut ways to better meonitor students' understanding of American
history and civicg, and how to make mores of our great national treasures, how to make them more accessible and more
relevant to the lives of our studants,

Amarican children are not bom knowing whalt they should charish -- are not Barm knowing why they should cherish
Amernican values. & [ove of democralic panciples muost b taught,

A poel onca said, "What we have loved, cthars will love, and we will teach tham haw " We love our country, and we
must leach our children to do the same. And when we do, they will caery on our heritaga of esdom into tha future.

Thank you all for coming. (Applause. )

END B34 AM, EDT
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President Gecrge "W Bush

For Immediale Rekgsp
Qifica of ha Prass Seoratany
My 1 2007

Fact Sheet: We the People Forum on American History, Civics, and Service
We the Pagple Forum an Amarican Histary, Clvics, and Sarvice

The LISA Freadom Corps, as par of iis mission (o promole a culture of sendca, cinzanship and rasponsibility in Amencs's
communitias, has worked with federa! agencies to find ways governmant tan suppoan the leashing of American history and
our democratic traditions. Today's “We the People” forem is pan of that effort,

On September 17, 2002, the Z15th anniversany of the signing of the U3, Constilution, Preésident George WY, Bush announced
naw government efforts to improve the teaching of American history and civics and make national keasures more accessible
to teachers and swdents - including a "We the People” Forum on American History, Civics, and Service. At the forum,
megmbars of hig Adminigtiation announced the National Endowment for the Humanities wilt ask Congeess o peovida $100
rullian ovar the naxl thrae yaars to suppon this effort, and the Dapartment of Education is accapting apphications for naacly
F100 million in competilive grants this year to raise swudent achisvemeant by improving teachers' knowledgs of Amencan
Pigtory.

Background on Today's Wa the People Forum

Today's lorum, eo-hosied by the LS, Department of Edusation, Corparation for National and Community Serace, and
Mativnal Endowment for the Humanities (MNEH) with the USA Freedom Corps, alss included the inaugural MNEH "Heroes of
History™ lecture and the presentation of the first “ldea of Amarica® madals 10 oulslanding high school students,

Historans, educators, college and university professors, education policy experls, schoo administrators, and state policy
makers assembled al the National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. President Bush addrassed the forum by
yiden, and othar faaterad spaskers included Mre. Laura Bush, Mrs. Lynns Chaney, and histgiians Rohert Ramini ang Bavig
BleCullough. The feruem also included panel disclssions o tha stata of cullural and historical lileracy, and promising
pracices for promoting Ameican histary, Gvics, and service in schoals and through cultueal ingtitutions, Forsm paricipants
glso watched studenls demonstrate well-regardad l2arming mealhads.

The Maed for Bettar Instruction in History and Civics

Amercas second president, John Adams. said "Liberty cannol ba presarved without a general knowledge among the pecple”
Unforiunately, data on the hislorical and civic knowledge of America’s students tells us Wal oo few of our students are
learning those lagsons well.

The U.5. Depadmenl of Education™s Matignal Assessment of Education Prograss (MAEP), which tracks both Civics and
American History underskanding ameng K-12 students, shows 1ags than gna quangr of Amarica's swdents ane proficiant in
githar subject.

According Lo an Albert Shanker Institule study, 48 states have standards [ learning in Amarican higtory and civics, but anly
12 stales have standards thal include the dapth and breadih of the Ristory of democrasy studants cught lo learn,

Training Educators to Taach Histary and Clvics
In Seplembor 2002, Presidem Bush announced the NEH would administer a new "¥We the Pecple” initialive 1o anhance the
teaching, study, and understanding of Amencan history and ciwics, and today his Adminisiration announcad that it would

seok §100 miilion ovar the el three vears, beginning with the $25 million instalimant President Bush raquastad as part of
his fiszal year 2004 budget.

The NEH will v=e 3 significant portion of that funding 1o supprt teacher 1taining and instructian 1o improve student Knowledge
arel ungdgratanding of Amarican history, including the following new resources 1o improve nstruction;

= Tha NEH i3 axpanding its seminars gn4d ingtitutes program lo provide teachers with additional opportunities to study
sigoafigant texls on American history undar the guidance of distinguished scholars and educatars in the field.
« To suppart the devalopment of madel curficuium projacts ta help schools establish or improve course offeings in
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American history, culture, and civics, tha NEH is Jaunching 2 new grant compatition a8 part &f "We the People.”

« The NEH is also supporing new grants for intgnsive lvi-weak residential academnes ior sehonl principals and tegchers
cantered Gn American Rigiony, euliera, and ingtituligng. Univargitias and ther edusational organizations will compete to
spansor and host these academias in 2004

The Education Dapartmen! annouenced the san of its |atest arneal grant compatition to suppert enbgnced instryction in
American hi with ry 51 illign. “Teaching American History” grants will support @lementary and secondary schools

working to improve the guality of history instruction thigugh innovative professional develupment programs carried out in
partnershups with colleges and Umvarsings, kumanitios and aenprofit rganizations . musseurns, and libraries,

Matiznal Treasures In Communiting and Classroome

In Seplerbear, President Bush naled tha federal governmant "consarnvas and pratacts some of aur graatest national treasures,
and we nged 13 make them more readily available 16 Amernitans in their $¢hools and ocal communities.” Thal day be
annsunced "Our Decuments,” an iniliative 1o share the resources of the Mational Archives and Racords Administration with
leachars and students. Since then, almost 100 educators have requested copies of Lhe materals each day. In additicn o
0Se resgurces:

= A pilot project at the NEH called "Landmarks of American Higton”™ will suppert summarn enrichment programs for
teachers at important historical siles across the nation, such as presidential homes, battlefields, and archagological
sites.

= A number of faderal agancies ara alkeady having great success helping teachers, such as:
» The Library of Congrags Amarican Memory program. which makes naarky aight million onginal documents from
American hislory availabte online, as well as new oral histories of our veterans.
« The Ngligngl Park Senvice which offers studsents ways o learn aboul natisnal treasures such as Mesa Varde,
Jamestown, Thomas Edizson's laboralory, the Statue of Liberty, and the Kithy Hawk.
= The Natipnal Museym gf Amerigan History, where today's forom took place, which offers aducational resounsas

onling that give teachers and stedants virteal access to its exhibitions.

Resources for Taaching History, Civics, and Sarvica
The Education Departnient announced today it is developing a new wdeo safes for schools across the country that will teach
sludants the origins and significance of our national holidays.

The Leam and Ferve Amarica program at the Corporation for Mational and Community Senvice has received dozens of
applications for a naw set of competitive grants dedicated e supporting schools, community-hased groanizalions, and
collegas that are devaloping and implamanting tursicula that link studant sarvice with the study of hstory and civies,

Studenis across the country will be atle {o parcipate in a new "Naional History Bee™ 1o be sponsonad By the NEH, insluding
slatewida campetitions, followed by a national cham pionshig.

Honaring Excallanca
As part of "Wa tha People,” tha NEH is already working to recognize excellance amang historians and studants.

Al the ferum, Ropen Remim, tha auher of a three-vnluma bipgraphy of President Andrew lackson and of biographiss of Henry
Clay and Damet Webstar, and a dozen other books on Jacksonian America, delivered the NEH's inaugural "Hergas of History”
lecture.

Mrs. Bush recognized tha first six winners of the "ldea of America”™ high schocl essay contest, a new annuat compelition
sponsorad by the MEH.
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& WHaT Can Be DonNE

America’s profound histarical illiteracy 1s clear. The question, then, is what can be done abour it?

In S. Con. Res. 129, Members of Congress called upon state education leaders (o promote the
teaching of American hustory. The following matenials respond 1o chose calls.

Governors

Using their “bully-pulpit,” Governors have the unmatched opportunity to draw attention to the
8 ¥-pulp F ¥

problem of hisrorical illiteracy. The enclosed draft Proclamation for Governors underscores the
problem and urges stare officials w rake steps o promare historical literacy.

Governars can also use their appointive powers to appoint individuals whao are committed o
restoting academic standards at the college and university level. Eighty-five percent of all college
stuclents now artend a public collepe or wniversicy. Pubilic trustees are thus key to changing public
higher education.

ACTA has worked with a number of governors and is available o evaluate the educarional
requirements of individual colleges, university systems, or the higher education of entire states. In
this fashion, Governors can help initiate a thorough review of curricula with the goal of establishing
higher academic standards and strenghening requirements in history.

State Legisiators

State legislatures fund institutions of higher education and ate in a sirong posivion to urpe higher
education reform. Infurtherance of the Congressional Resolution, they can pass a resolution calling
on collepe and universicy boards of crustees and state agencies responsible for higher education to
strengthen American hisiory requirements. The Virginia legislature has already done so.

The enclosed draft Resolurion for State Legislatures outlines the problem of historical illiteracy
amd urges actiot at the srave level.

Citizens

The problem of historical illiteracy affecrs everyone. Thar'’s why this woolkic includes cover letters
outlining the problem and urging action. Citizens are invited to send these letters—along with
proposed proclamations and resolurions—to their povernors, legislators and education leaders calling
for action ro restore AmMerica’s memory.
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Colleges and Universities

Trustees are stewards of the financial and academic well-being of their institutions. For char reason,
Congress expressly called upon them in their Joint Resolurion to strengthen American history
requirements and o restore the study of American history to the collepe curriculum.

Colleges and universities should make improving students' historical memory and civie competence
an urgent prioricy. Boards of trustees and stare agencics with higher education oversight shoold
take steps to ensure that institutions of higher education have adequate requirements in American
history and history in general. Faculty, whose personal interest ofren draws them to specialized
topics, should teach whar students need 10 know, not merely what faculty desire to teach,

The most direct solution is a strong core curriculum, with a broad-based, rigorous course on American
history required of all students. The course should include the breadeh of Ametican history, from
the colonial period o the present. Students should be required o study che great civic documents
of the nation, beginning with the Declaration of Independence, Constiturion, the Bill of Righis,
the Federalist papers, and the Gettysburg Address.

Several boards have already taken this step. Trustees at the state and city universitics of New York,
as well as three universities in Virginia, and the University of Colorado have adopted American
history requirements for praduacion or urged cheit facubty o do so. These provide 2 model of effective
board action for other trustees to follow.

Students and Theie Familices

As outlined above, many of the wop colleges today no longer require American history or history at
all. It is, therefore, important that students and their families look closely at college requirements
and course syllabi on rhe web. Students and cheir families can selece those institutions thar have
strong requirements and a structured curriculum thae gives exposure to broad arcas of knowledge.

Students who are already enrolled in college can make up for colleges’ deficiencies by selecting for
themselves those courses, including American history, that will prepare them for successtul
participation in our civic as well as economic life. Parents should help their students understand
that tretidy or nartow courses are not likely to serve the students’ long-tetm needs.

Alumni and Donors

Alumni should speak out for higher standards, especially in the arca of histary.

Thase who give can be especially helptul, since it is possible o target gifts to outstanding programs
and projects in American history,. The American Council of Trustees and Alumni has estahlished

a programn, the Fund for Academic Renewal, which assists donors in tdentifying ourstanding programs
and directing their gifts o support them.
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Diraft Governor’s Proclamation

On the Need for Historical Literacy in the State of

VW hercas basic knowledge of Unired States history is essential ro full and informed participation in
civic life ame ro the larper vibrancy of the American and [State] cxperiment in self-povermment;

Whereas informed participation helps produce creative and responsible members of 2 democratic
sOTieTy;

W hereas hasic knowledge of the past serves as a civic glue, binding together a diverse people into a
single Nation with a common purpose;

Whereas citizens who lack knowledge of United States history will also lack an onderstanding and
appreciation of the democratic principles that define and sustain the Narion as a free people, such
as liberty, justice, tolerance, povernment by the consent of the governed, aml equality under the
law;

Whereas 2 Roper survey done for the Ametican Council of Trustees and Alumni reveals that the
next generation of American leaders and citizens is in danger of losing America’s inemory,

Wheteas the Roper survey found rthac 81 percent of seniors ac elite colleges and universities could
not answer basic high-schoal level questions concerning United States history, that scarcely more
than half knew general information about American democracy and the Constitution, and that
only a minority of studenes could identify James Madison as the Father of the Constitution ot
George Washington as the victorious peneral at Yorktown;

Whereas many of the Nation's colleges and universities no longer require United Srates history as
a prerequisite o graduation;

Whereas 90 percent of the Nation's top colleges and universities no longer require the study of any
form of history;

Whereas America’s colleges and universities are leading bellwethers of national priorities and values,
setting standards for the whole of the Unired States’ education system and sending signals to students,
teachers, parents, and public schonls abour whar every educated citizen in a democracy must know;
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Whereas many of America’s most distinguished historians and intellectuals have expressed alarm
about the growing histarical illiteracy of college and university graduates and the consequences for
the Nation; and

Whereas distinguished historians and intellectuals fear that without a common civic memory and
a common understanding of the remarkable individuals, events and ideals chat have shaped the
Mation, people of the Unied States risk losing muoch of what it means o be an American, as well
as the ability to fulfill the fundamental responsibilities of citizens in a democracy;

Whereas, the Unired Srates Congress has unanimously adopted a Cancurrent Resolution {S. Con.
Res. 129} declaring historical illiteracy a serious national problem and calling upon state leaders,

cducators and citizens 1o promore requirements in U5, history;

Whereas, the President of the United Srates announced on September 17, 2004, an initiative to
encourage the reaching of American hismry and civies;

Mow, [ do therefore proclaim that

1} the historical illiteracy of America’s college and university graduates is a serious national problem
that should be addressed by the higher education community in the Stare of ;

2} boards of trostees and administratars at institutions of higher educatian in the State of
should teview their curricula and sreengthen tequirements in United Stares

histany;

3} state officials responsible for higher education should review public college and university
curricula in the Stace of and promate requirements in United States history;

4) parents should encourage their children to select institutions of higher education with substantial
history requirements and studenis should rake courses in Unired States history whether required
of not;

5) history teachers and educators acall levels should redouble their efforts to bolseer the knowledge
of United Stares history among students of all ages and to restore the vitality of America's civic
Mmemory.
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Cover Lerter to Governors

Date

Dear [Name of Governor):

On September 17, 1787, delegates to the Constitutional Convention convened in
Independence Hall. Afrer nearly five months of hard work and frequently heaced debare, they
came rogether to sign the Constitution of the United States, a four-page document which set forth
a unigue new government—dedicated ro the ideals of liberty, justice and equality and establishing
the principle of separation of powers. “You lave a republic,” Benjamin Franklin said, “if you can
keep it

MNow, over two hundred years larer, we remain the beneficiaries of this remarkable
Constitution—and the Bill of Righes added to it—which define our rights and oblipations as citizens.
Burt we do so with special attention to Franklin’s admoniticn, since it is only through engaged and
thoughtful civic participation that we “can keepr it.”

Knowledge of our democracy's origing, and of the principles and documents on which free
government stands, are central w informed and active participation in the body politic.

Yer study after study suggests thar we lack that understanding and suffer from a profound
historical illiteracy that bodes ill for the future of nur republic. A recent report by the American
Council of Trustees and Alumni (ACTA), Losing Amertea’s Memory: Historical [litevacy in the 21st
Century, included a Roper survey showing that graduating seniors at America’s most elite
institutions—the U.S. News and World Report's cop 53 colleges and universities—could not correctly
identify James Madison, Valley Forge, or words from the Gertysbusg Address.

The Narional Assessment of Educational Progress has documented a similar problem in
primary and secondary education.

These and other studies make it unequivocally clear that, unless steps are taken to revitalize
historical understanding, Amcricans in the 21st century will be ill-prepared for the tasks and
challenges of citizenship in a free society.

We must ensure that the next generation receives an adequate grounding in the history of
Amaerica’s free institutions, particularly its Founding documents and other great texrs, and that it
understands the fong strupgle to secure and defend a free society. If we are to “keep” our republic
and keep faith with those who established ir, cach of us must understand our rights and responsibilicies
as citizens, vote, and participate at all levels of government,
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We are not just beneficiaries, we are custodians of our great experiment tn self-govemment
and the vigorous civil society it engenders.

1 hope that you wilt issue the atrached Proclamation and call upon all Americans w renew
their commitment to historical lieeracy.

Sincerely,

[Name of Citizen]

Attachment
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Proposed Resolution for State Legislatures

Expressing the sense of the Legislature regarding the importance and
value of education in United States history.

Whereas basic knowledge of United Stares history is essential to full and inforted participation in
civic life and ro the larger vibraney of the Americon and [State] experiment in self-government;

Wherteas informed participation helps produce creative and responsible members of a democraric
sOCiety;

Whereas basic knowledge of the past serves as a civic glue, binding together a diverse people into
a single Nation with a common purpose;

Whereas citizens who lack knowledge of United States history will also lack an understanding and
appreciation of the democratic pringiples thar defing and sustain the Narion as a free people, such
as liberty, justice, tolerance, povernment by the consent of the govemed, and equality under the
law;

Whereas a Roper survey done for the American Council of Trustees and Alumni reveals that the
next generation of American leaders and citizens is in danger of losing America’s memory;

Whereas the Roper survey found thar 8] percent of seniors ar elite colleges aned umiversities could
not answer basic high-schnnl level questions concerning United Seates history, that scarcely more
than half ktwew peneral information about Ametican democracy and the Constitution, and thar
anly a minority of students could identify James Madison as the Facher of the Constitunon or
Ceorge Washington as the victorious general ar Yorktown;

Whereas many of the Narion's collepes and universities no longer require United Srates history as
a prerequisite to graduarion;

Whereas 90 percent of the Navion's top coliepes and universities no longer requite the stady of any
form of history;

Whereas America'’s colleges and universities are leading bellwethers of national priorities and valucs,
setting standards for the whole of the United States’ educarion system and sending signals to studencs,
teachers, parents, and public schools about what every educated citizen in a democracy must know;

Whereas many of America's most distinguished historians and intellecruals have expressed alarmm
about the growing historical illiteracy of college and university graduates and the consequences for
the Nateion; and
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Whereas distinguished historians and intelleceuals fear that withour a common civic memory amd
a common understanding of the remarkable individuals, cvents, and ideals that have shaped the
Mation, people in the United States risk losing much of what it means to be an American, as well
as the ability to fulfill the fundamental responsibilities of citizens in a democracy;

Whereas the United States Congress has unanimously adopred a Concurrent Resolution (5. Con.
Res. 129} declaring historical illiteracy a serious problem and calling tpon state leaders, educators

and citizens to promote requirements in UL S, history;

Whereas, the President of the United States announced on September 17, 2002, an initiative to
encouraze the teaching of American history and civics;

MNow, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Lepislature, That it is the sense of the Legislature of the State of
thar

1} the historical illiteracy of America’s college and university students is a serious national problem
that should be addressed by the higher education community in the Stace of ;

2) hnards of trustees and administrarors at institucions of higher education in the State of
should review their curricula and strengthen requirements in United States

histary;

3) state officials responsible for higher education should review public college and universiry
curricula in the State of and promote requirements in United Seates history;

4) parents should encourage their children o select institutions of higher educarion with substantial
histary requirements and students should take courses in United States history whether required
ar not; and

5} history teachers and educators at all levels should redouble their efforts to bolster the knowledge
of United States history among studentes of all ages and to restore che vitalicy of America’s civic
memory.
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Cover Letter to State Legislators

are

Dicar [Name of Legislator]:

On September 17, 1787, delegates to the Comstitutional Convention convened in
Independence Hall. After nearly five months of hard work and frequently heated debate, they
came rogether to sipn the Constitution of the United States, a four-page document which set forth
a unigue new govemnment—dedicated to the ideals of liberty, justice and equality and esrablishing
the principle of separation of powers. "You have a republic,” Benjamin Franklin said, "if you can

keep it.”

Now, nver two hundred years later, we remain the beneficiaries of our remarkable
Constitution—arxl the Bill of Rights added wo it—which define our rights and obligarions as citizens.
But we do so with special attention to Franklin’s admonition, since it is anly through engaged and
thoughtful civic participation that we “can keep it.”

Knowledee of our democracy's origins, and of the principles and documents an which free
government stands, are central to informed and active participation in the body palitic.

Yet study afrer study sugpests thar we lack that understanding and suffer from a profound
histarical illiteracy that bodes ill for the future of our republic. A recent teport by the American
Council of Trustees and Alumni (ACTAY, Lasing America’s Memory: Hiseovteal Iliteracy in the 215t
Century, included a Ropet sutvey showing thar graduating seniors at America’s most elite
institutions—the L1.S, News and World Report's top 55 collepes and universities—could not correctly
identify James Madison, Valley Forge, or words from the Gettysburg Address.

The Narional Assessment of Educarional Progress has documented a similar problem in
primary and secondary education.

These and other studies make it unequivocally clear thar, unless steps are taken to revitalize
historical understanding, Americans in the 21st century will be ill-prepared for the rasks and
challenges of citizenship in 3 free socicry.

We must ensure that the next generation receives an adequare srounding in the history of
America’s free institucions, particularly its Founding documents and other great texts, and that it
understands the long struggle w secure and defend a free sociery. If we are to "keep” nur republic
and keep faith with those who established ir, each of us must understand our rights and
responsibilities as citizens, vote, and participate at all levels of government.
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We are not just beneficianies, we are custodians of our great experiment in sef-govemment
and the vigorous civil sociery it engenders.

1 urge you to introduce the attached Resolurion and call upon atl Americans to renew their
cormmitment to historical literacy.

Sincerely,

[Name of Citizen]

Artachment
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III. OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
IN AMERICAN HISTORY
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Bill of Rights Institute

The Bill of Rights Institute seeks o promote understanding of the founding principles and documents
of the Unired Staves, parricularly amaong high school students and teachers. 1t has developed a ling
of educational programs to help fulfill ies mission.

On the orpanization's website, one can find a wealth of informartion pertaining to the U.S.
Constitution and our government in general.

Under “educarion resources,” the website presents such topics as the Founders, religion, property,
tederalism, criminal procedure, freedom of expression and the Supreme Court. Under each general
topic, one can chaose fromn numerous essays written by experts. And che material is not all coming
from a single point of view: Under "guns,” for example, advocates of gun control and advocares of
gun freedom are hoth represented. The site also contains historical narrarives about people and
cvents, and essays and discussion questions about the “Founder of the Month.”

Teachers can locate free lesson plans which meet national standards, are designed o integrate into
cstablished curricola, and reinforce reading, writing and cricical thinking skills. These include
lessoms on “Cirizenship and Characrer” and “The Bill of Rights and You.”

The website also provides recent newspaper articles on the Bill of Rights, pocket-sized Bill of
Rights cards and an oppotuanity for teachers to have their own lesson plans published.

The Bill of Righrs Institute's website is www.billofrightsinstitute.org.
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Center for Civic Education

The Center for Civic Education (CCE) is dedicared to the promotion of civic educatien. It seeks w
reaffirm the civic mission of cur nation'’s schools and to encourage states and school districts w devore
sustained and systemaric atrention to civic educarion from kindergareen through ewelfrh grade.

Althaugh every stare acknowledpes the need for civie educarion, CCE hus found rhat dhis vital part of
a student's educarion is seldom given sustained and systematic attention in the K—12 curriculum. The
NAEP 1996 Clivics Report Card 1 the Nation revealed thar only 25% of American children were receiving
an adequate education in civics amd government.

Meanwhile, a 1999 study undertaken by the Lyndaon B. Johnson School of Public AHairs of the Universicy
of Texas av Austin found thar while every stare endorses the goals of developing competent and
responsible cicizens, little is done through state legislation, educadion codes and curricular framewaorks
to meet the civic mission of the schools. Ar the same time, several recent studies show alarming trends
of young people exhibiting high levels of disengagement from dheir governmene. In a 1999 survey
conducted by Hart & Teeeer, 68% of 18- ro 34-vear-olds fele disconpected from government. In a
government that draws its legitimacy from the consent of the governed, these are diswurbing trends of
disengagement that must be reversed.

Ity 1994, che Center for Civic Educarion published che widely acelaimed voluntary Nationel Standards
for Cruics and (Government with the advice and assistance of 3,000 individuals and organizations, under
a grant from the U5, Deparument of Educarion. The standards provide a resource for state and loeal
school systems to use in developing their curricelar programs in civics and government. The Center
also has developed recommended allocations of instructional time in civics and govemment from grades
kindergarten throueh 12 for the Mational Commissiot on Ture and Leaming cstablished by the ULS,
Department of Education. Both dacuments are available from the Center’s website at www.civiced.org,

The Center administers the We the People ... The Citizen and the Constinution program nationally through
a network of coordimarors in 50 states, 435 congressional districts, four truse rerritories, and the District
af Calumbia, The program promotes civic competence and responsibility among the nation’s elementary
and secondary school students and culminates in a simulated congressional hearing in which students
“testify’’ before a panel of judges o demonsteate their knowledge and understanding of constitutional
principles. We the People textbooks are available including student books, teacher’s puides and an
instructional packet conraining the information and supplies necessary te complete the program. Sample
lessons wnd other resources for students and reachers are availuble on the website.

The p]’ﬁ}ﬂrﬁl“ !:n{;(“,]rﬁﬂ{:b r]:'l[,’ ::_(_““"Tllni[}r. Ij'uﬁ'lnl'_'.‘s.‘!- aI'ILl prﬁﬂ.‘fﬁi{]ﬂﬂl Ei‘i":‘t)Ci;‘il‘u_‘.nI'ls T V{]Iunt[ﬂﬂr tlmﬂ: E'll-li]
expertise by serving on advisory committees and serving as competition judges.

For more information, g e htgg:ﬂwﬂhggguﬂlE@civiccd.prr or wwwciviced omp.
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The Concord Review

This unique quarterly journal publishes exemplary history essays {(average 5000 words with endnores
and bibliogeaphy} by high school students around the U5, and abroad. Historian David McCullough
calls the Revtew “original, important, and greatly needed, now more than ¢ver, with the problem of
historical illiteracy growing steadily worse among the high school generation nearly everywhere in
the country.” The Concord Review is the only quarterly journal in the world to publish the academic
work of sccondary siudents.

On the website, there are procedures for submissions, sample essays, and the current issue of the
Beview.

The site also includes mformarion on the Nartional Wnzing Board, an independent assessment of
high school history research papers. History essays submitted to the Board for a fee are evaluated
cxternally against an independent academic expository writing standard developed by The Concord
Review. All waorks {which can range penerally from 2000-6000 words), are read and evaluated by
servior high school history instructors. Various collepes admissions directors have expressed interest
in receiving these kinds of writing assessments.

The Concord Review's website is www.icrorg.
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Core Knowledge Foundation

The Core Knowledpe Foundation was founded in 1986 by E.13. Hirsch, professor emeritus at the
University of Virginia, and author of well-known books such as Cultural Literacy: What Every
Amertcan Meeds to Know and The Schools We Nead and Why We Den't Have Them, The Foundation
conducis research on curricula, and develops books and other materials for parents, students and
teachers.

Lesson plans, articles and many other resources including history, geapraphy and other books
approved and endorsed by the Core Knowledge Foundation are available on the website.

Teacher guides are also available on K- 6 topics ranging from “Introduction to Native Americans”
and “Exploring and Sectling America” at the kindergarten level to "The American Revolution”
and “The United States Constitucion” ac the fourth prade level.

In response to increasing demands from teachers, Core Knowledge has also developed course
outlines, drawn up by experts around rhe nation, which introduce prospecrive teachers to a range
of subjects and informuarion that will help them in their careers and in the elasstoom. Course
outtines include U5, History T and 1 prepared by Sheldon Srem, Historian Emeritus at the John
E Kennedy Library; and Waorld History | and 1 prepared by Paul Gagnon, Professor Emeritus of
History ar the University of Massachuserts. The syllabi are offered free of charge to college and
university teacher education programs and are designed o provide content-rich programs for
prospective teachers.

The Core Knowledge Foundation website s www.corcknowledpe.org.
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Founding Centers
A Project of the National Association of Scholars

The National Assaciation of Scholars has launched a major campaign to create, on public universicy
carmpuses around the country, major academic centers reviving the serious study of the American
Founding in particular and free institurions in general. These cetrers will provide undergraduace
and graduate courses on the Founding, its lepacy, and the history and philosophy of free institutions,
and be places where scholars can pursue new research. In addition, each would have a vigorous
program of autreach 1o the schools in s localiny, offering programs to enhance the knowledge of
existing teachers and improve the preparation of future ones.

For mare information about this project, cantact the National Association of Scholars at 609-683-
T878 or nas@nas.ore.

We the People: A Resource Guide to Frometing Historieal Literucy 0



=

&

Founding.com
A User’s Guide to the Declaration of Independence

This website, which has been cited in the California Department of Education’s Resource List,
affers a variety of resources abour the Founders, Founding Era Documents, and the philesophical
sources of the Founding along with lively discussions of pressing 1ssues of the Jday, [tis sponsored by
the Claremont Institute.

Studenrs and teachers can find presentations on numetous topics, including “Religion and the
American Founding,” "Property Requirements for Voring and the American Founding,” and “Race
and the American Founding.”

“Did the Founders believe that blacks were created equal? Did the Founders allow slavery to
continue? Is the Constitution a pro-slavery document? Why did it take 89 years to end slavery™
are representative of the provocative and instructive quesrions that are raised in the discussion of
race.

This site even takes on “"Hot Topics” of the day. Under this rubric, readers will find a discussion of
koth sides of current controversies such as “Should Activist Federal Judges be Impeached?

The Clarermont [nstitute is devated to restoring the principles of the American Founding and is
hased in California.

For more information, go wo www.ifounding.com.
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Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

The Gilder Lehrman lnstitute of American History is “dedicated to collecting, preserving,
interpreting, and promoting interest in the history of the Unired Staces.” The Institute offers
public lectures, conferences, and exhibits, summer seminars for teachers, as well as books, essays,
journals and cducatars' puides in Ametican history.

The [nstitute holds a vast collection ef documents regarding American history, including Cotumbus'
letter o Ferdinand and lsabella announcing his discovery of the New World and two working
drafts of the Constitution. There is a searchable database of the documents.

Also, Gilder Lehrman History Online has been creared by professional historians to help teachers
imptove their knowledpe of history and to integrare scholarship into their classes.

There is a great variety of material available at History Gnline. One finds interactive tinelings,
glossaries, and annotared documents. Another section addresses Grear Debates in American history,
taking on questions such as “Was slavery a magor couse of econemic growth? "Why was the U 5.
in Yietnam ™ and “Why Don’t Americans Vote!”

The Gilder Lehrman Insticute also offers a series of enrichment workshops in American history for
American history teachers. The process is by application and further details can be found on the
website, www.glizh.uh.edu.
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Library of Congress

The Library of Congress is more than just a great repository of books and other published material.
It is a tremendous resource for anyone interested in virtually any aspect of history.

The Library has creared online lesson plans that teachers can wse in their classrooms or home
schoolers could use for their children. The lesson plans focus on specific periods in American
history and provide readings on these periods, with rtecommendations as to the appropriate grade
levels. For example, the Civil War and Reconstruction era has material on Macthew Brady, women

in the Civil War, and “the Civil War through a child’s cye.”

The website also explains how and why to use primary sources when doing historical tescarch.
Then it makes such research easier by providing American Memory, an online archive of aver 100
callections of items important to our history. The collections contain mare than seven million
primary source documents, photographs, films, and recordings.

Just a few examples of the collections available ure: Alexander Graham Bell Family Papers, Basebali
Cards, Civil War Maps, and Documents from the Continental Congress.

To explore this site, go o www loc.pov.
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James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation

Congress established the James Madison Memarial Fellowship Foundation in 1986 o improve
reaching about the United States Consricution in sceotndary schools. The Foundation is an
independent agency of the Executive Branch of the federal government, Funding comes from
Congress and contributions from individuals, foundations and corporations.

Through a navional competition, the Foundation offers James Madison Fellowships to a select
group of individuals desiring to become outstanding teachers of the American Constitution:

Junior Fellowships are awarded o seudencs who have completed their undergracduoate course of
study or are about wo complere that study and who intend to enroll in graduate school on a
full-tite basis.

Senior Fellowships are awarded w “experienced reachers who wish to undertake work for a
graduate deprec on a part-titne basis through summer and evening classes.” These fellows have

up to five yeats to complete their degree.

For more information, go to www.jamesmadison.com.
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James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions

This Princeton University program is dedicated o the pursuit of scholarly excellence in the fields
of constitutional studics and political thoughe. Most of the wark of rhe James Madison program
takes place on the Princeton cnpus, but its website also has useful information for students who
want to learn about the Constitution, our political history, and crucial concepts of our governance.

On the James Madison Program’s website, one can find the text of the Constitution, the Declaration
of Independence, Washingron's Farewell Address, Lincoln's House Divided speech, and Lincoli's
Gettyshurg Address,

Also, the site contains numerous lectures piven under the auspices of the program. Formert federal
judge Robert Bork's lecture "The Constitution: Past, Present and Future,” law professor James
Fleming's lecture “The New Originalism,” and political science professor Robert Dahls lecrure
*Hew Demecratic is the Constituion” are just three of the many available.

Lastly, the wehsite lists books and articles that have been published by James Madison scholars.

WAL AT I sfimadison.

The Jarmnes Madison Program's websie is
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Monticello
Home of Thomas Jefferson

The Monticello website brings our nation's third president alive. Viewers can locate a calendar of
events and current news relating to Thomas Jefferson in addition to substantial study resources for
students and teachers.

The website lists books, videos and addicional sources on Jefferson and Monticello and offers online
activities including a Virual House Tour, a Day in dhe Life of Thomas Jefterson, and even an
opportunity called "Ask Thomas Jefferson.” School resource packers include Digping up the Tast,
Monrticello Architecture, Thormas Jefferson’s Family Life and Monricello: A Waorking Plantation.
Included are background materials, facsimiles of primary documents, activities and suggested lesson
plans. Most packets inelude a weacher’s ediion and cardsrock student sheers thar can be reproduced.

The websive is lacated ar www.monticello.org.
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Montpelier
Home of James Madison

An interesting historical sie is James Madison'’s home, Montpelier, in Orange County, Virginia.
(ne can leam much abour Madison and kis home on the web.

The site gives the history of the Madison family estate. Those interested in archaeology will find
that section particularly inreresting, as there are an-poing excavations at the property.

James Madison's Montpelier is the Virginia host for We the People, a national education program of
the Center for Civie Education. Teachers can leamn from the website how to obtain hooks and
lesson plans, and participate in a competition involvitg a simulated congressional heating. {For
mave mformation, see Center for Civic Education, supra.)

The website 5 www.anontpelict.org.
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Mount Vernen
Home of George Washington

Perhaps the most famous private residence in the United States, George Washingron’s Mount
Vernon, is a remarkable source of histotical informacion. A visit it person is ideal, but the Mount
Vernon website makes it possible for students, teachers, or just anyone interested in learning abour
our first president and his home o greatly expand their knowledge from rheir own computers.

There is a biography of George Washington, and students can even take an online quiz to cest cheir
knowledge.

Thete is a “virual vout” of Mount Vernon. Click on a rooin and photographs and commentary
appear.

Another intriguing feature is the section on archacolopy and preservation, giving the histery of the
efforts to save Mount Vemon from 1858 w the present. You can even ask questions of archaeologists

online.

The website also provides informarion on the various collections held by Mount Vemon and irs
library.

The website s www. mountvernon.org.
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National Archives

If you want to sce the original Declaration of Independence, the Emancipation Preclamation,
films of the Wright brochers flight tests, passenger manifests from Ellis [sland or thousands of other
historical ducuments, the place to go is the National Archives,

The Narional Archives has made available online numerous exhibits exploring a fascinating array
of historical documents, phowgraphs, drawings and arrifaces. One can, for example, learn about
the history of our legislarive branch in “Treasures of Congress,” read pages from Georpe Washington's
expense book or telegrams from Lincoeln to Grant in "American Originals.” Rich in detail, chese
exhilits reuly enhance the "digical classroom.”

Since the President announced his initiarive on historical and civie liveracy, the National Archives
has also launched a special program called “Our Documents: A National Initiative on American
History, Civies and Service.” This progtam is desipned o promote public understanding of how
Americans’ rights and responsibilities have taken shape over time.

Our Documents revolves around 100 milestone documents drawn from thousands of public laws,
Supreme Court decisions, inaugural specches, treaties, constitutional amendments, and other
national treasures that have shaped us as a people and thar are a part of our historic legacy. The
goal is 1o engage srudents, teachers, parents, and members of the general public in reading these
historical documents, reflecting upon rhem, and discussing them.

The Our Documents website includes everything students, cducators and the public need to
participate including opportunicics to:

Review the list of 100 milestone documents and descriptions

View or print the featured documents in their original format with background resources
Vote anline for the 10 most significant milestone documents

Consult the educator sourcebook for lesson plans and classroom acrivities and

Artend a reacher workshop

For maore information about Qur Documents, go to www.ourdocuments.gov. The general National
Archives site is www.archives.gay.
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National Council for History Education

The guiding insight of the National Council for History Education (NCHE) is that “American
children cannat afford to enter the 21st century ignorant of everything that preceded their own
time and ignorant of the history and culwure of other nations.” NCHE is dedicated to promoting
the importance of history in schools and sociey.

Established as a counterpart to ather discipline-relared organizations such as the National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics, NCHE is pushing for changes in schools so chat “all ceachers be given
the chance to offer the sore of history that only 2 minoricy have been lucky enough to offer up w
now.”

The NCHE websire contains informatinn abour irs various initiatives to improve the reaching of
history and how individuals ean suppott them.

The site also has an abundance of links to other sites dealing with American history including srate
historical societies, museums, libraries, histary-related publications and more.

The NCHE website 15 www.oarlandind.com.

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promoting Historical Literacy 74



oy |

&

National Endowment for the Humanities
“We the People” History Initiative

“We the People” encourages the reaching, srudying, and undersranding of American history and
culture.

Teachers and schaolars are invited to apply to NEH for funding of projects designed ta explore
significant events and rhemes in our narion’s history. An annual “Heroes of History” lecrure is also
sporisared each year.

Each year, NEH sponsars a nationwide essay contest for young people on “The Idea of America.”
Patricipating high school juniors wrire a 1200-word cssay ot a topic that asks them to think about
the tetiets that define our pation. The winner is recopnized at the “Heroes of History” lecture and
receives u 55,000 prize.

New funding of $100 million over three yvears has been requested for the initiative which would
suppart a variety of special projects, such as the following:

s Major cxpansion of the NEH Seminars and Institures program to pravide humanities teachers
additional opportunities to study significant texts on American history and culeure;

* A pew grant program for model curriculum projeces to help schools establish or improve course
offerings in American history, culture and civics;

»  New grants for inrensive two-week residential academies for school principals and teachers
centered on American history, cultore and institarions;

¢ A pilot project called *Landmarks of American History™ w suppart sutnmer enrichiment prograims
for teachers at the nation’s important historic sites, such as presidential homes, bartlefields,
and archacological sites;

e A new "National History Bee” for students that will include statewide competitions, followed
by a national championship;

*  Local and starewide projects on American history, cultore and civics sponsored by the 50 stare
humanities councils,

* Enhanced support for American Editions and Reference Works, fundamental scholarly resources
for understancling who we are as a natton; and

¢ Special exhibitions in museums and historical organizations and reading and lecture proprams
in libraries for out-of-school audiences keyed to “We the People” themes.

The “We the People” websire is www.wechepeople.goy.
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National History Club

The National History Club was created o encoutape the reading, discussion, weiting and enjoyment
of history among secondary students and their reachers.

The Club offers a clearinghouse for informarion about the activities of its member chapters aroundd
the country, sharing ideas and experiences which promote an interest in history, both foreign and
domestic, ancient and modern.

High schools in 18 states now have NHC chapters and the organization is secking ro expand this
negworl,

The Naticnal History Club's website is www.tcrarg, where you can also locate their newslerter
that is published rwice a year.
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National History Day

The National History Day program sceks ro advance the teaching and learning of history in
America's schools. The name is a bit misleading, as National History Day 15 actually a year-long
educatioral program for students in grades six through 12 designed w engage them in the discovery
and interpretarion of historical subjects. The program culminates in a natienal contest held each
Spring.

The NHD website contains much valuable material for history reachers and students. Each year,
NHIY selects a theme and praduces a downloadable curriculum book with teaching materials and
FESOUTOLS.

The National History Dy also provides customized 1-3 day workshops or multi-day inscitutes
cortelared 1o stare standards and assessment models. Workshops focus on topics ranging from the
American Revolution to American presidents and the Cold War

In conjunction with the National Archives, Wational History Day has also made available on ics

website for teachers and studenes 100 key documents in Ametican history, ranging from the Lovisiana
Purchase Treaty and the Dred Scott decision to the Zimmerman telepram.

The Mational History Day website is hotpiffnationalhistoryday.org.
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The John M. Qlin Center for Inquiry into the Theory and Practice of Democracy

Founded in 1984 and located on the campus of the University of Chicago, the John M. (lin
Center “provides 2 forum for the reconsideration and analysis of the fundamencal principles anc
current practices of Americon politics and sociery, along with a thoughtful examinadion of classic
philosophical, theological and literary texts.” The Olin Center’s major goal is the development of
scholars and practical men and women wha will make lasting contributions ro Ametican socicty.

The Center sponsors many lectures and conferences on subjects dealing with history, philosophy,
and government. Past themes have been “The Formation of an American Democratic Culture,”
*Democracy and the Popular Culture,” and “Living Issues i the Thoughr of Leo Strauss: Fifry
Years after Matural Right and History ®

The Center also seels ro develop scholars and praceical men and women who will make a significane
contribution to society.

To date, the Center has not made material available online.

The Olin Center's website is htepeffolincenter.uchicago.edu.
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Presidential Libraries

There are 13 presidential libraries that are the repositories of materials created by the President.
Until the Reagan Admuiniseeation, all presidential papers and maretials were considered the personal
property of the Presidenc or his asseciates and available o the public only as donated. In 1978,
however, Congress passed the Presidential Records Act that made the Uniced States the owner of
all official recards of the President and his seaff.

The webstres vary, but all provide educational resources, including lessan plans and curriculum
guides. At the Herbert Hoover site, for example, teachers can locate curriculum guides on subjects
ranging from “Herbert Hoover: A Life of Service” to “Presidential Cartoons.” At the Lynidon
Baines Johnson wehsice, reachers may apply to participate in a four-day workshop on “Inside the
Archives,” designed to give reachers an opportunity to conduce research in the LB library archives
and develop a lesson plan andfor activity for classtoom use. Ak the John E Kennedy Library and
Museum, a serics of units are offered focusing on events during the Kennedy presidency: “The
1960 Debares: Leaders in the Steugple for Civil Righes"; "The Cuban Missile Crisis”; “Americans
in Space”; and "A Death in the Family: Now, 22, 1963.” The units use primary documents and oral
histary interviews to illumine the topics discussed.

The following are Presidential library websites:

www.hooverarchives.gav
wwiwfdrlibrary. marist.edu
wwwettumandibraryorg
www.eisenhowerutexas.cdu
www.cs.umb.edufjfllibrary
www.lhjlib.utexas.cdu
wwwnixonfoundation.org
www.ford.utexas.edu
www.jimmycarterlibrary.org
ww L reagan.utexas.edu
www.reapanfoundation.org
htrp:ffbushlibrary. tamu.edu

www.clintonpresidentialcenter.com

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promoting Histovical Literacy 7Y



&

United States Capitol Historical Society

The Unired States Capirol Historical Socicty has developed an educarion center thar provides
school resources for K-12, including bibliographies and gaides o the U5 Capitol. The site features
historical articles ranging from "The Speakership in Transition,” to *Women Members of Congress,”
and “John Quincy Adams’s Congressional Career.”

For high school students, "Cutstanding Members of Congress,” offers an introduction to former
and current members of Congress "whose life stories reflece dhe characteristics of leadership and

dedication necessary for public service.”

The Saciety also sponsors intermnships and scholarly symposia on the Capitol, its architecture, political
insticutions and nther aspects of U.S. history.

For more information, go 1o www.uschs.org.
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The White House Historical Association

The White House Historical Association was founded in 1961 as a charitable nonprofit instinacion
for the purpose of enhancing the understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the White House.
In days of increased security and more limited public access, this sire offers inviting looks at the
White House—inside and our.

There is also a special section known as “The Leamning Center,” which provides lessons and resources
for weachers, parents and students. Divided by grade levels, the resources teach through prionary
documents, andd examine documenrs, artworks, drawings, photographs, and other sources that are
designed to put students on the path of professional historians. Although not exclusively, most
resourees are directed o middle- and high school-level stadents, many of which are desipned o

etirich the PBS filo, Echoes from the White House.

Cocument lessons include “Interpreting Buildings: Designing the White House — 1792, “The
White House as Home and Symbol ro John and Abipail Adams,” “The Revolution of 1800: Thomas
Jefferson's First Imaugural Address,” and “Saving History: Dolley Madison, the Whire House, and
the War of 1812."

The Whire House Historical Association also suppotts a program of White House History Fellowships
in Pre-collegiate Education thar are designed to reach the K-12 classroom.

The website is located at www.whitehousehistorrorg.
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