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Thank you, Chairman Feldman. My name is Anna Sillers and [ am the
Data Analyst Fellow with the American Council of Trustees and Alumni,
or ACTA. I am here today to urge you to vote for Senate Bill 713.

By way of background, ACTA is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization
committed to preserving academic freedom, academic excellence, and
accountability at four-year public and private colleges and universities
across the U.S. Since 1995, ACTA has worked with more than 23,000
higher education trustees across the country to ensure that students receive
an intellectually rich, high-quality college education at an affordable price.
At ACTA, I manage the website HowCollegesSpendMoney.com which
provides data on spending, tuition and graduation rates as well as other
data points, including some that would be a part of the Informed
Enrollment Act.

The United States currently has more than $1.7 trillion in student debt, and
yet the average public school four-year graduation rate is less than 40
percent. One way to both bring down the debt level and improve
graduation rates is to ensure students and their families have accessible
and up-to-date information when choosing where to attend college. Tuition
costs, graduation rates and career outcome data can help students feel
empowered when making the important decision of where to apply to and
attend college.

Additionally, by managing HowCollegesSpendMoney.com, I have seen
first-hand that once trustees are aware of how their university’s spending
rates compare to that of their peer institutions, they feel pressured to do
better for their schools and communities.

Again, I urge the committee to vote for SB 713 and I thank you for your
time and the opportunity to appear before you today. I am happy to answer
any questions.
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